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By John Economos 


occer Australia last night was 

eagerly awaiting for confir- 

mation from its overseas 
Agent as to whether he had signed 
and sealed the deal for Australia to 
play the national team of Colombia 
later this month, 

In the light that the previously 
arranged and then announced match 
‘against Mexico, (February 21st), that 
has now collapsed, Australia’s 
national coach Frank Farina is des- 
perately anxious for another tough 
international sparring partner before 
our Oceania World Cup qualifiers 
blast off here in April. 

‘The match against Colombia was 
expected to be played in Bogota on 
February 28th. 


Colombia is running in sixth spot 
in the current South American World 
Cup qualifiers after 10 games and 
could be dangerously close to our 
possible future opponent and last 
hurdle, to get over and into the World 
Cup Finals. 

Farina last night was happy at the 
great opportunity he may get to have 
a crack at the Colombians on their 
home turf. 

The national coach stated to 
ABSW last night: “I'm elated to get 
the chance to play them as they could 
very well possibly be our last hurdle 
that we may have to face should we 
be able to go all the way.” 

Farina then added: “It will give us 
‘a great experience to play them, even 
on their own soil, and not only play, 
but have areal good look around the 


local conditions there.” 


Farina will hastily round up a dif- 


ferent squad-mix to the one that he 
assembled to successfully play 
Scotland last November. It’s expect- 
ed a significant number of domestic 
based players will be included to 
somewhat camouflage from the 
South Americans, Australia’s ulti- 
mate World Cup team. 

It’s also expected that Farina may 
considerately overlook the selection 
of experienced defenders such as 
Tony Vidmar and Craig Moore who 
are still battling with injuries. 

Domestic players such as 
Wollongong’s highly mobile and 
consistent goalscorer, Scott 
Chipperfield, could be drafted into 
Farina’s army to battle the 
Colombians, 


Ron Corry: Wollongong’s senior coach has transfixed his sights on 
seriously fighting to retain the National League Championship, as well 
as to do Australia proud in Spain next July at FIFA’s Second World Club 

Championships. Tonight at the Fraternity Club, 


i Fairy Meadow, the Wollongong Club has arranged a huge 
“Welcome Back Dinner,” for the recently crowned Oceania Champions. 


Frank Farina: Australian 
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National Coach. 


Scott Chipperfield: Wollongong 
Australian Soccer upon his arrival. 
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KNIGHTS EYE SOUTH 
DERBY AT COLONIAL 


By Bert van Bedat 


lhe Melbourne Knights 

have until later today 

(Tuesday, Spm) to decide 
whether it will stage its much 
awaited clash against South 
Melbourne at Colonial Stadium 
or at their home ground. 

The round 20 derby, on Sunday, 
February 20, is already being billed 
as the match of the round, South 
beat the Knights 4-1 at Bob Jane 
Stadium in round 5, 

If the game were to be played at 
Colonial, it would be the first time 
a soccer match would be staged at 
the Docklands Stadium, 

The match would need to draw 
at least a crowd of 13,000 for the 
Knights to be able to afford top 
rate, Hiring the stadium is believed 
to cost $130,000, “No way we 
would pay that sort of money,” 
Knights general manager Robert 

id. 
ve would need to get the price 
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WE 


WILL ILL 


down, We would not want to put on 
a showpiece and find ourselves 
paying a huge bill for it later, 

“It needs to be economically 
viable. If it is not, we won't go 
ahead. 

The bottom. line is how much 
does Colonial Stadium want us to 
play there,” he said. 

‘The Knights are talking to sever- 
al sponsors to get the deal organ- 
ised. 


Meanwhile “Knights coach 
Vlado Vanis may be fined for com: J 
ments made concerning former 
Wollongong coach _—Nick } 
Theodorakopoulos. | 

Vanis claimed —Theodora- 
kopoulos had called Knights presis 
dent Harry Mrksa to inquire about 
the coaching position, Mrksa 
angrily denied the accusation. 

“Vlado (Vanis) has not been 
fined to my knowledge. We 
haven't spoken about it as a group 
and nothing has been decided at 
this point in time,” he said. 


= “s == > 
Wolves’ international Mobile left flanker, catching up with the latest on 
back from Port Moresby after having won the Oceania Club Tournament. 


The heat is on in the race for Soccer Australia’s top job... Page 9 
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Young Socceroos crush 


‘ 


he LG Young Socceroos got their 

preparation for the upcoming 

Oceania Qualifiers for the World 
Youth Cup off to a good start, with a 
9-1 whitewash of the Coffs Harbour 
Representative Team, in a training 
match in Coffs Harbour last week 
Wednesday. 

Marconi Stallions striker ~Kevo 
Gulesserian celebrated his call-up to the 
20-man squad with a tally of four goals in 
the nine goal haul, putting away his hat- 
trick in the first half. 

Sydney Olympic midfielder Greg 
Owens got the scoring underway in the 
8th minute, quickly followed by West 
Ham midfielder Michael Ferrante, who 
put Australia up 2-0 at the 11th minute 
mark. 

Gulesserian took the first of his four in 
the 29th minute, a simple tap in after 
Ahmad Elrich had broken through the 
defence and slipped the ball across the 
face of goal. 

Owens then grabbed his second with a 
spectacular volley from a Ferrante comer 
in the 33rd minute. That effort followed 
by another two from Gulesserian to give 
the LG Young Socceroos a 6-0 lead at the 
half-time break. 

The Coffs Harbour team pulled one 


back seven minutes into the second half, 
Greg Thomas capitalizing on virtually the 
first offensive move from the home team, 
however the Under-20 reply was swift, 
Gulesserian again on hand to make it 7-1. 

Nick Carle added his name to the goal 
tally in the 74th minute, while Ferrante 
finished the scoring off for Australia from 
the penalty spot, after Scott McDonald 
was brought down in the area, for a full 
time scoreline of 9-1. 

“The boys had a good hit out tonight, 
and while our first half was definitely bet- 
ter than the second, where we got a little 
sloppy, it wasn't a bad effort, considering 
we've only been in camp since Monday,” 
said coach Ange Postecoglou after the 
game. 

“The set up here has been fantastic so 
far, the pitch tonight was first class, the 
hospitality shown to us has been first rate, 
and our preparation for next week's quali- 
fiers is right on track.” he concluded. 

The LG Young Socceroos continued the 
camp in Coffs Harbour, with a recovery 
session on Thursday moming, followed 
by a full training session in the afternoon, 
prior to Friday night's second and final 
game against the Coffs Harbour 
Representative team. 


». Round-up camping 
with 10-0 thumping 


tinued their good form in the lead 

up to the Oceania Qualifiers for the 
World Youth Cup, with victory over the 
Coffs Harbour Representative Team, in 
the second and final training match in 
Coffs Harbour. 

Strikers Josh Kennedy and Scott 
McDonald both put away hat-tricks, with the 
Australian Under-20 side hitting in five goals 
in each half for the 10-0 scoreline. 

Kennedy opened the scoring in the 9th 
minute after a one-two with Grant Last, with 
McDonald putting his first on the board in 
the 30th minute, 


T: LG Young Socceroos have con- 


Ange Postecoglou: 
U20 Socceroos coach. 


‘Three minutes later it was Kennedy again, 
after the striker capitalized on a defensive 
mistake to side-foot the ball into the back of 
the net, while goalkeeper Jess Vanstrattan 
was called on to make a spectacular save just 
a minute later, at the other end of the park. 

Nick Carle then put the LG Young 
Socceroos’ fourth goal on the board from the 
penalty spot after McDonald was brought 
down in the area, while Luke Wilkshire made 
it 5-0 two minutes from the break, 

‘Vanstrattan was again called into action 
early in the second half, forced into a double 
save afier he parried a shot from Coffs strik- 
er Greg Thomas, and then eventually smoth- 


ered another attempt from Ben Mackay. 

It was all Australian attack from there 
however, McDonald putting away his second 
in the 52nd minute, with Kennedy picking up 
his hat-trick 10 minutes later. 

Second half replacement + Kevo 
Gulesserian added his name to the score- 
board in the 75th minute with a long range 
shot, Wilkshire made it 9-0 with a direct free 
kick, and McDonald kicked in for his hat- 
trick in the final minute of play, 

"The boys put in a good performance for 
the full ninety minutes tonight, and basically 
have capped off a hard working week with a 
good victory," said coach Ange Postecoglou 
after the game. 

"I was particularly pleased with the sec- 
ond half effort, where they kept up the inten- 
sity and persisted, and it was a good effort, 
because the Coffs Harbour team made it 
harder than the scoreline suggests. 

"We'll keep up with our work schedule, 
and the whole team is looking forward to the 
competition that our opposition will provide 
in the Cook Islands from next week." 
Postecoglou concluded. 


‘oung Socceroos coach Ange 

Postecoglou has drafted Brisbane 

Strikers defender John McKain 
into camp, as the LG Young Socceroos pre- 
pare to depart Coffs Harbour for the Cook 
Islands, to compete in the Oceania 
Qualifiers for the World Youth Cup. 

McKain comes in to replace the injured 
‘Adrian Madaschi, the young Atalanta defend- 
et forced to withdraw from the squad, after 
being diagnosed with a broken rib earlier last 
week. 

‘Also joining the squad is former 
Parramatta Power defender Mark Byrnes, 
‘who flies in from Dubai, where he has been in 
training with his new club, Austrian first divi- 
sion side Salzburg. 

Postecoglou meantime departed Coffs 
Harbour over the weekend, to take a look at 
the other Oceania group, which is currently in 


McKAIN IS LATE INVITEE 


MADASCHI OUT OF 


YOUNG SOCCEROOS 


efender Adrian Madaschi has 
D= forced to withdraw from the 
‘Australian Under-20 squad, eur- 
rently in camp in Coffs Harbour, in prepa- 


action in New Caledonia. 

"This will be a good opportunity to have a 
ook at not only New Zealand, who I suppose 
would be our most likely opponents in the 
play-offs, but also at Fiji, the Solomon 
Islands and Tahiti all on the same day,” said 
Postecoglou. 


“Looking ahead to our own group, I'm as 
confident as I can be going into our competi- 
tion, but it won't be easy. 

*Our preparation has been good so far, and 
the Coffs Harbour team has given us a good 
couple of hit outs, but every time you go into 
these qualifiers, you face at least one difficult 
game against an island nation. 

"So we're going to have to be careful, but 
at the end of it, the ture of competing for a 
play-off spot, and subsequently direct qualifi- 
cation to Argentina means that everyone is 
pretty switched on, and ready." he concluded. 


ae ou = 
Adrian Madaschi: Forced out of the team by injury. 


ration for the upcoming Oceania 
Qualifiers for the World Youth Cup. 

The 18 year old was injured playing club 
football with Italian side Atalanta however 
the severity of the injury was only confirmed 
Last week, after several tests undertaken by 
the Australian Medical Team. 

“An MRI scan confirmed a fractured rib, 
which means a 3-4 week recovery period, 
which effectively rules him out of this quali- 
fying period,” said coach Ange Postecoglou. 

“I's very disappointing, as Adrian was 
obviously looking forward to continuing his 
run with the Australian side, and was always 
going to be a vital part of our set up. 

“At least the injury isn’t too serious, and 
we'll obviously have him available for the 
next phase of competition for the LG Young 
Socceroos.” Postecoglou concluded. A 
replacement for Madaschi will be announced 
in the next 48 hours. 

The LG Young Socceroos took on the 
Cofis Harbour Representative side again on 
Friday, 9th February, in the second and final 
training match of the current camp. 


OMESTIC VERSUS EURO BASE 


By Richard Kreider 


oeceroo coach Frank 

Farina was the guest of 

honour at a Perth 
Glory breakfast during the 
week and emerged 
unscathed after an enthusi- 
astic question and answer 
panel show involving himself 
Perth Glory coach Bernd 
Stange and two representa 
tives of the local media 
before almost 500 early ris- 
ers at a city Hotel. 

Farina was hit with many 
varied questions that included 
the make-up of the Socceroo 
squad in preparation for the 
2002 World Cup, the 
Olympics coaching post, the 
loss of players to overseas 
clubs and the international 
football calendar. 

Of the questions Bernd 
Stange received, one sought 
his opinion of Farina as 
national boss. "In 1983 I had 
my first game as national 
coach of East Germany, at the 
same age as Frank Farina. 1 
am very pleased he was select- 
ed and aiong with Graham 
Arnold and Tony Franken, 
they are the'new generation of 
Australian coaches,O said 
Stange. 

With regards to the 
Socceroo squad, Farina said he 
intends to give the Australian- 
based players an equal chance 
of selection for the forthcom- 
ing World Cup qualifying 
matches 

"We are looking at a 50-50 
ratio in terms of local players 
and the overseas contingent,” 
said Farina. With Graham 
Amold, myself and other peo- 
ple looking, we are keeping a 
good eye on the Australian- 
based players. 

Unfortunately for Perth 
however, there are no 
Socceroo games planned in the 


means it is going to be very 
awkward to bring the team to 
Perth. But in saying that, if 
there is a proposition put to 
Soccer Australia or the 
Socceroos and it's against 


Frank Farina: 
Australian National 
Coach. 


good opposition it could hap- 
pen. But there is nothing pen- 
cilled in within the next twelve 
months to be totally honest, 
Farina said. 

The Iran disaster was raised 
again, but Farina responded in 
the only way possible,”Past 
results don't interest me.l 
believe if you dwell too much 
‘on the past you lose focus of 
what you are trying to achieve 
for the future.” 

‘A question was then raised 
regarding the poor perfor- 
mance of the Olyroos at 
Sydney 2000 and should he 
take over the reigns of the U23 
squad for Athens 2004. 

I think the Olympic issue 
has been left alone, and rightly 
0, until the end of the World 
Cup qualifiers in November. 
My belief is that the national 
coach should be in charge of 
the Olympic team as well,” 
said Farina. 


Concerns were then raised 
over the loss of NSL players to 
international games as well as 
the non-appearance of over- 
seas players because of club 
commitments. 

"This is a world-wide prob- 
lem and that's why FIFA is 
looking at trying to create an 
international calendar that will 
suit everybody but unfortu- 
nately in the real world of foot- 
ball it is not easy," Farina said. 

The Socceroo supremo also 
expressed his feelings about 
Australia's qualifying criterion 
through Oceania and South 
America. “Oceania is not ideal 
when you talk about prepara- 
tion, he said. "We are not get- 
ting quality opposition which 
we need week in and week out, 
because we will suddenly be 
thrown up against the fifth best 
placed South American nation. 

That is Why J am trying to 
schedule as many games as | 


can to try and give us that edge 
and experience when we need 
it. We've certainly learned a lot 
from the Iran tragedy, but 
sometimes it comes down to a 
bit of luck which you often 
need in our game. Hopefully, 
we might receive our share this 
time around. 

Farina was also asked about 
his thoughts on the <ontinual 
flow of players heading for 
fame and fortune outside of 
our shores. 

Tlf more money was avail- 
able in this country it's obvious 
that not as many players would 
want to head overseas. You 
will still have people leave to 
fulfil their desires and dreams 
of playing professional foot- 
ball in European competitions, 
but it won't be as many. 

When I was playing in 
Europe in 1987 I think we had 
about three players overseas, 
now we have around 130”. 


WOLVES GUARANTEED 
HEALTHY CASH BOX 


Europe s 
Real Madrid. (Spain) - Winner of the — 
2000 Champions League 


L TSL shoripios and ultimate 
b} Oceania “qualifiers Wollongong 
Wolves are to be guaranteed at 


i being held in Spain from July 29 to 


August 12, 


According to the Spanish Football 
‘Pederitioa (RFEF) website, prize-money 
totalling 7,300 million pesetas ($75.9m). 
will be up for grabs. with 1500 million 
pesetas ($15.5m) awarded to the winner 
and 1000 million pesetas ($10.4m) forthe 


runner-up. 


‘The third-placed club will receive 700 
million pésetas:($7.3m) and fourth col- 
lects 500 million: pesetas ($5.2m). The 
remainder (3600 million pesetas or $37.4 


Galatasaray (Turkey) - Winner of the 
2000 UEFA Super Cup. 
Oceania 


Wollongong Wolves (Australia) ~ 


~ Super Cup 1999. 


2001 Oceania Champions’ Cup winners 
Asia 
Jubilo Iwata (Japan) - Winners Asian 


Al-Hilal (Saudi Arabia) - Winners 

Asian Super Cup 2000 
Africa 

Accra Hearts of Oak (Ghana) - 
Winners CAF Champions League 2000 

‘Zamalek (Egypt) - Winners CAF Cup 
‘of Cup Winners 2000 

CONCACAF 

Los Angeles Galaxy (U:S,.) = 2000: 
CONCACAF Champions’ Cup winners 

CD Olimpia (Honduras) - 2000 


‘Three groups of four teams will battle 
for the top spot on each group together 
‘with the best second-placed club, in order 
Yo secure 2 semi-final berth. 


ABSW (3 


Auburn United 


SOCCER CLUB 


Coach: 
Henry Sobczyk 0427 215 319 
Club Secretary: 

Mustafa Kadayifci 0411 574 516 
Trials: Tuesdays @ Thursdays at 
6.30pm 
Mona Park, Auburn 


tnillion) will be split equally between the 
remaining eight teams. 

‘The twelve participating clubs are: 
Spain (host country) 
Deportivo Coruna - Spanish 

‘champions 1999/2000 


CONCACAF Champions’ Cup tunners- 
up South America 

CONMEBOL 
Palmeiras (Brazil) - Winners Copa 


‘a @) 


AUSTRALIAN 
PARALYMeIC 
cCommirtee 


Soccer at the Paralympic Games 
for athletes with cerebral palsy 


The three venues are the Santiago 
Bemabeu and Vicente Calderon stadiums 
in Madrid and the Riazor stadium in La 
Coruna, 


near future, although the 
national coach did hint that he 
would like to play games in the 
west as soon as practicable. 
“Our schedule which is in 
place now and until November 


ayers Wanted 
Under 14 A Grade 
CRONULLA 


Do you want to improve your skills? 

Do you want the benefit of 2 outstanding level 
2 coaches? 
Do you want a challenge? 


Youth League League 
Coaches Coaches Wanted 


‘The Australian Paralympic Committee (APC) is seeking interest 
from COACHING STAFF AND ATHLETES to be involved in 
the Australian Paralympic Soccer Squad in preparation for the 
2002 World Championships and the 2004 Paralympic Games. 


Paralympic Soccer is a seven-a-side game for athletes with 
cerebral palsy that is played in accordance with FIFA rules. The 
standard of the Australian squad is relative to Under 17-18 local 
club level. 


We are looking for a couple of skilled players who 
may have missed out on reps youth league to join 
our current 14 A side. 

Great team, Great club with the best fields in the 
Shite! 

Grand finalists last year in one of the strongest 
leagues in Sydney! 

Grand finalists last year in the Metro Cup! 

Help us go one better in league and State Cup this 
season. 


Staff positions available include HEAD COACH, ASSISTANT 
COACH, MANAGER and PHYSIOTHERAPIST. The Head 
Coach position would be suited to a coach with youth league 
experience at a representative level. Position descriptions are 
available. Applications close Friday 23rd February, 2001. 


The Australian Paralympic Committee is also seeking 
ATHLETES (with cerebral palsy) to trial for the Australian 
squad. 


For hassle-free trial call Roy on 
9525 68545 or 0418 288 200 
Cronulla R.S.L- 
Stingrays Soccer Club 


For more information, please contact ROSS BOYD on 


O2 9245 2514 


Specialised intense training for goalkeepers. 


Sessions inclusive of excellent skills & daills to 
improve your abilities & skillfullwess in all 
aspects of Goalkeeping. 

Agility 
Flexibility 
Reaction Training 
Foor Skills 
Diving 
All drills and excersises physically 
demonstrated 

« 
Register and realise your full porenrial!! 
Make a difference TO your Team! 


For Further Enquiries Please Call 
Lou Petrou: 


0411 343 898 © 0414 336 870 


Her syne? 
@) 


Seecen (x8* 


GREYSTANES 


SOCCER CLUB 


U/18 PLAYERS WANTED 


STATE LEAGUE 
DIVISION ONE 


Please Contact: 
MARK CRITTENDEN 


(4) 9621 4298 
(M) 0417 247 890 


Division Iwo Dremiers 
Season 2000 


AUSTRALIAN ‘AND-BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY — FEBRUARY 13, 2001 ~ 3 


RAD MALONEY, the 
Perth Glory’s attacking 
midfielder, was unable to 
make his 250th NSL appear- 
ance last Saturday night 
against Sydney United at the 
Perth Oval due to injury. 

The former captain of 
Marconi who this season 
joined the Glory, kicked off 
his career in the NSDL ten 
years ago with NSW side 
Apia Leichhardt as an 18 
year old. 

Maloney _ represented 
Australia at the Barcelona 
Olympics and had a short 
stint in Holland. Brad rates 
the Glory as Australia 
biggest Club and has strong 
desires to win a League 
Championship medal with 
them this season, 


Brad Maloney: Unable 
to make his 250th 
appearance in the NSL 
last Saturday night. 


e000 
IIFA’s second World Club 
Championship finals to be 
staged towards the end of July 
through to early August in 
Spain, Will see all 12 compet- 
ing clubs receive stacks of 
cash ftom the Bank of Zurich, 

‘The ultimate winner of the 
Tournament, will rake in some 
$15.5. million with the Runner 
up scooping: in some $10. 5 
million, 

The Wollongong Wolves, 
now dual champions of our 
national League as well as of 
Oceania, (recently won in New 
Guinea). will collect (its 
believed), a-minimum of $4.5 
million by just having made it 


to Spain. 
That's some mega-bucks 
that’s assured to make 


Wollongong's captain Matt 
Horsley, (not to mention the 


Wollongong’s skipper. 


Wolves’ Club Treasurer), quite 
happy indeed. 

However the rumour that 
slowly seeped out late last 
week around Wollongong, that 
the players now desire to 
spend this cash-bonanza‘on a 
holiday with their families to 
g0 back to Port Moresby, “is 
certainly not true", a 
Wollongong player assured 
‘Good Oil’ last night. 

The finals in Spain will be 
split into three Groups of four 
teams each with the three win- 
ners of each Group, plus the 
best second placed club, quali- 
fying through for the respec- 
tive semi-finals. 

All the matches will be 
played at three stadiums, two 
in Madrid and one in La 
Coruna. 

eee 

YDNEY OQLYMPIC’s 

home match against 
Marconi in Round 21, has 
been switched to be played 
on Friday night at 7.30pm, 
March 2, instead of March 4, 
at the Belmore Sports 
Ground. 

“It’s something that we 
have been kicking around in 
recent weeks,” Olympic’s 
General manager Peter 


Raskopoulos told ‘Good Oil’ 
recently, 


Peter Raskopoulos: 
Sydney Olympic’s 
General manager. 


“We're — experimenting 
with Friday night Soccer to 
see if we can boost our home 
gate, leaving the week-end 
free, But I must stress here 
it’s only an experimental 
exercise at this stage and 
could possibly end up being 
just a one-off promotion. 
‘We'll have to wait and see,” 
ended Raskopoulos. 

@ 
HE MARCONI dressing 
rooms understandably 
resembled a morgue last 
Saturday night at the Marconi 
Stadium after the Wollongong 
Wolves had just spanked 
Marconi in its own back yard 
by 1-3. 

The Cathedral-like silence 
‘was most deafening to say the 
Yeast, when ‘Good Oil’ walked 
in. 

But there was a most pleas- 
ant surprise, fo say the least, to 
see a beautiful young and radi- 
ant smiling face that urgently 
softened the solemin atmos- 
phere. 

It belonged to none other 
than Marconi’s young and 
attractive physiotherapist, Ms 
Joanne Duggan, who went 
about her business attending to 


some of the injured players. 

Her sweet, soft smiling face 
was like a fresh budding rose 
amongst the ‘thorns’. 

Ms Duggan commenced her 
career with Marconi four years 
ago with the Colts team and 
has since gradually graduated 
to looking after the First 
Graders. 

Lucky ‘thorns, (blokes). 

eocee 
1 aac is enough. Would 
fone of our so-called illus- 
trious television commenta- 
tors, please take serious note. 

The name of 
Wollongong’s NSL coach, is 
a bloke called Ron Corry. 

CORRY that is, Not 
COORY, as our learned 
commentator keeps calling 
him with monotonous, (and 
most annoying), regularity, 

Mr Corry played for 
Australia in no less than 30 
internationals, including 
World Cup matches and 


lan some of our more 
‘matured readers remem- 
ber the name of Mike Denton? 

If so, weil he’s back. So 
here’s a bit of nostalgic update 
‘on Denton. 

For those that don’t remem- 
ber, Mike Denton was the for- 
mer St George Budapest strik- 
er of the 70s that scored heaps 
of goals with an absolute 
monotonous regularity. 

Well, he’s back. No, not 
scoring goals, but as. the 


recently appointed new 
Director Of Coaching at 
Orange, NSW. 


Denton in the early 70s had 
migrated from England and 


= a UlTT— 
. wis 


deserves some respect, least 
of all to have his name cor- 
rectly pronounced. 

As well, another piece of 
advice to the same commen- 
tator, ~ 

Why on earth do you yell 
everything you say on cam- 
era? 

If your viewers are deaf 
they can easily turn up the 
volume on their respective 
sets. 


Ronnie Corry: Not Coory. 


most fortunately for him, 
joined the mighty St George 
Budapest side where his strike- 
partner was none other than 
former Australian World Cup 
forward, Adrian (‘Noddy’) 
Alston, 

The crack St George side of 
the 70s was studded with inter- 
national stars starting with the 
fabulous and heroic former 
Australian World Cup goal- 
keeper, Jimmy Fraser, 

Other great internationals in 
that Saints’ team, included 


Ms Joanne Duggan: Marconi’s fresh faced physio. 
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Frank Farina: 
Disappointed that 
Mexico game is 

now off, 


Dougie Utjesenovic, Manfred 


Schaefer, Donnie Sandell, 
Georgie Harris, Harry 
Williams, captain Johnny 


Warren and ‘penalty king’ 
Atti Abonyi, with Frank Arok 
as coach. 

Before retiring from St 
George, Denton set a new St 
George goalscoring record, 
amassing an amazing 83 goals. 

After having left St George, 
Denton ‘migrated" to 
‘Tasmania where he and wife 
Pauline set up house at Burnie, 

Whilst in Tasmania, Denton 
kept an active role in Soccer 
and would you believe that he 
was still playing for a local 
social team at the age of 50? 


Mexico at San Jose, col- 
lapsed late last week. 

Disappointed by the unex- 
pected news, national coach 
Frank Farina lamented: 
“February must be a jinxed 
month, coming on the back 
of the previous Wales cancel- 
lation. Obviously this is very 
frustrating for us, but it was 
not meant to be.” 

eeee 

YDNEY OLYMPIC 

[despite having rejected any 
form of takeover by England 
Premier League side Leeds 
United, has not ruled_out some 
form of joint-venture with the 
outfit from Elland Road. 

Leeds’ Chairman, Peter 
Risedale, recently flew to 


Nick Politis: Sydney 
Olympic’s Soccer chief. 


Mike Denton: Former St 


e- : 
George Budapest record 


goalscorer. 


Last year Denton moved up 
a level into the coaching frater- 
nity that saw him land a job in 
the USA coaching at camps 
and clinics in the New 
York.State. 

Longing for Australia how- 
ever, where he had left behind 
his family, Denton returned 
towards the end of last year, 
and has now landed his new 
job at Orange. 

Today, and having now seen 
56 Summers, Mickey Denton 
was last Saturday night spotted 
at the Marconi Stadium with 
his long-time mate, John 
Schapiro, to catch the Marconi 
battle with current League 
Champions Wollongong. 

Mickey, good luck from 
*Good Oil’ and all the old St 
George Budapest fans. 

oo 
USTRALIA’s tour to 
California on the 21st of 

this month for a friendly 
against the national team of 


Australia and spoke to five 
clubs in the NSL with an ulti- 
mate goal of buying into an 
Australian club. Since then 
Risedale has trimmed his tar- 
gets down to just two-Olympic 
and the Brisbane Strikers. 

However Olympic’s Soccer 
chief, Mr Nick Politis, made it 
emphatically crystal clear to 
Risedale that Olympic was 
ever going to be up for sale at 
any price. 

Late last week however, 
Leeds came back to Olympic 
with a proposal for some sort 
of joint venture between the 
two clubs. 

‘An Olympic spokesman 
told ‘Good Oil’: “The owners 
of Sydney Olympic, (four 
Sydney businessmen, (‘The 
Four White Knights’), could 
prefer an option to enter into 
some form of alliance with 
Leeds on an equal share. But a 
takeover is never going to be 


on. 


“and 


eee 

IHREE nominations for 

positions as a 
Commissioner on the Board 
were received by Soccer 
Australia last Friday after- 
noon before the 5 pm dead- 
line. 


lan Knop: Former 
Soccer chief at the 
Canberra Cosmos. 


Les Avory (Adelaide), 
Renato Orsatti (Sydney) and 
Tan Knop (Sydney), all threw 
their names in for the elec- 
tions that will be held later 
this month. 

Two positions have been “ 
vacated on the Board at 
Soccer Australia, 

Tasmania’s John Barker 
Adelaide's “ Basil 
Scarsella have retired. 

Mr Searsella leaves the 
Board after having been 
recently elected as President 
of Oceania, 

Biggest surprise was the 
name of Mr Orsatti who 
decided to stand, 

Mr Orsatti was a long- 
serving yice-president of the 
old Apia Club during the 
80s, then became president 
of the Club when it was first 
re-structured under the ban- 
ner of the Leichhardt Tigers. 

For the past nine years Mr 
Orsatti has been out of the 
Soccer scene. 

ecco 

loncerning the Eastern 

Pride’s recent speculation 
as to its continued existence in 
the National League, the 
NSL’s General manager Stefan 
Kamasz stated late last week: 
“We are aware of the problems 
that Eastern Pride are experi- 
encing, having been in con- 
stant dialogue with the Club 
‘over the past few months, and 
understand that the Club is 
close to-a short-term solution. 

“If the Club clinches a deal 
with the Queensland Company 
they are currently negotiating 
with, that will ensure the play- 
ers’ wages are secure until the 
end of the season,” ended 
Kamasz, 


Stefan Kamasz: 
General manager 
of the NSL. 


Ee WOLLONGONG 
WOLVES tonight, (Tuesday), 
will be staging their ‘Welcome Back 
Oceania Champions Dinner’ at the 
Fraternity Bowling and Recreation 
Club, down at Fairy Meadow on the 
South Coast of NSW. 

The Dinner has been organised by 
the Club’s officials to salute Ronnie 
Corry’s playing squad which two 
weeks ago became the newly 


Ronnie Corry: Wollongong’s 
hero coach. 

crowned Champions of Oceania, 
having won all seven gruelling 
matches in just 13 days at the tourna- 
ment staged in Port Moresby, New 
Guinea, 

Wollongong, who are also the cur- 


S REPORTED last 

week, the WOLLON- 
GONG WOLVES have 
recently clinched a deal 
with Supermarket giants, 
Woolworths, 

In a joint cross-promo- 
tional exercise, Wollon- 
gong and Woolworths 
have joined forces that will 
benefit all fans wanting to 
go and see Wollongong 
play at its next four home 


play 


matches starting with this 
week, 

One ‘Free Ticket’ to go 
and watch Wollongong 


Stadium, can be obtained 
by anyone that purchases 
a Wollongong ticket of 
equal value, provided that 
he or she presents a 
‘Wolves Shopper’s docket’ 
coupon. 

‘These coupons are now 


rent League champions of Australia, 
now also Champions of Oceania, will 
fly to Spain in July to compete with 
11 other National Club champions in 
FIFA’s second World Club 
Championships. 

The Finals in Spain will include 
such globally illustrious opposition 
such as Real Madrid, Deportivo La 
Coruna, Palmeiras (Brazil), Boca 
Juniors (Argentina), Jubilo Iwata 
(Japan), Esperanza (Tunisia) and 
Galatasaray (Turkey). 

Four hundred tickets have already 
been sold for this Dinner. 

It’s the Wollongong Community's 
way of expressing to their heroic 
players and coaching staff, ‘Welcome 
Back Champions’. 

What was a most unforgivable 
shame however, was the fact that not 
ONE official from Soccer Australia, 
bothered to go out to Sydney’s 
Qantas terminal last Tuesday week to 
greet the Wollongong squad back 
into Australia, as Champions Of 
Oceania. 

‘Good Oil’ now wonders, how 
many officials from Soccer Australia 
will be on the travelling ‘team-sheet” 
for Spain, come July? 

‘Good Oil’ already hears that it's 
heaps. 

Wollongong not only won the 
Oceania Championship for Australia, 
but it’s believed that Soccer Australia 
also stands to receive some $2 mil- 
lion from FIFA because of 
Wollongong’s glorious victory. 

And it doesn’t stop there. 

It’s also alleged that the Players’ 
Union is also on the queue for a share 


the 


at home at WIN 


Keith 


tunity 


available, only from any of 
Woolworths’ 
Supermarkets situated at 
Albion Park, Corrimal, 
Dapto, Fairy Meadow, 
Shellharbour, Warilla or 
Wollongong. 
Woolworths’ 
Coast Area Manager, Mr 
Vickery, 
delighted with the oppor- 
given to 
Company Woolworths to 


of the spoils. Why? 

The Wollongong squad got no 
assistance or moral support from any 
of the above. 

In fact ‘Good Oil’ readily under- 
stands that it cost the Wollongong 
Wolves’ officials over $180,000 to 
fly the squad over to New Guinea, 
plus all accommodation, food and 
beverages, 

All at Wollongong’s expense. 

Now we hear that the non-con- 
tributing Piranhas are in already, 


ecco 

Ihe Tuesday night that the 

Wollongong squad arrived 
back in Sydney from New Guinea 
after the Oceania Qualifiers the 
players attended a brief function at 
the Fraternity Club at Fairy 
Meadow. 

Also attending the same evening 
were some members of the Media 
that gave coverage to the tourna- 
ment at Port Moresby. 

Prominent television Soccer 
analyst Johnny Warren, FM Radio 
1,98 Personnel Dave Stretton and 
David Beecham plus ABSW jour- 
nalist John Economos were look 
after by Wollongong’s shareholder 
& Director of Marketing, John 
Lambert plus Club Director Mario 
Mastroianni. 


(L-R): ABSW’s Chief Writer John Economos, John Lambert 
(Wollongong shareholder & Director of Marketing), 
Mario Mastroianni (Club Director), David Beecham and 


Dave Stretton) FM Radio 1.98, John Warren, 


League 


action. 
South 
are not 


was 


his 
Oceania, 


offer its customers, some 
additional extra value plus 
the wonderful opportunity 
to see the mighty current 
champions 
Wollongong Wolves in 


The Wollongong Wolves 
only current 
Champions of Australia, 
but also the recently 
crowned Champions of 


The four home games 
applicable to this special 
promotion, ‘Wolves 
Shopper Docket’, are the 
games against: 

Melbourne Knights, 
Saturday February 17th. 

Northern Spirit, Tuesday 
February 27th. 

Parramatta 
Friday March 2nd. 

Newcastle 
Friday March 16th. 


Power, 


United, 


Western Sydney 


Lions SC 


Proudly Promoted to Division 2 


NSW State League for 
Season 2001 


Pre season training has commenced. 
Experienced Players & Goalkeepers Required 
First Grade * U21s * Ut8s 
Training Nights 
Every Tuesday — Thursday — Friday 
6.30pm Sharp 
Venue: Knights Park #4 


Orchardleigh Ave, -Yennora 


Contacts: 
George Abdishou 
0416 226 129 
Martin Abi-Arrage 
0409 891 066 


Alan Babanour 
0419 638 213 
Michael Mamoo 
0402 034 238 


Proudly Sponsored by 


PLAYERS 
WANTED 


Soccer Club 


Under 9’s through to 
Premier League 
Division One in the 2001 
Competition. 


At the Clubhouse 
Boundary Rd, North Epping 
Please Contact Club President 
Steve Colquhoun — 9876 2000 


COACH: ‘ 


Tony Dunn 041 7558 316 
MANAGER: 
Joe 0419 435 737 
wits a8 TRAINING: 
WOOLWORTHS — WOLVES _SHOP-A-DOCKET LAUNCH Tuesdays @ Thursdays at 
Back Row (L-R): Frank Shaw (Acting Store Manager — Warilla), Barrie Wilson (Store Manager — Corrimal), Robert Proudley (Store 6.30pm 


Manager — Fairy Meadow), Julius Kudor (Store Manager — Shellharbour, *Stuart Young — Wolves Holding Oceania Club Champions 
Trophy with Rob Middlesby — Wolves, Keith Vickery (Area Manger Sth Coast), Michael Marchant (Store Manager — Kiama), Allan Vogel 
(Store Manager — Wollongong), Tony Waters (Store Manager — Dapto). 

Front Row (L-R): Jim Cunningham (Group manager — Liquor), Donald Keith (Group Manager — Meat), Judy Gibbons (Group Manager — 
Staff), Milvi Bamber (Store Manager — Albion Park), Marilyn Hocker (Store Manager — Unanderra), Charmaine Duggen (Area Trainer), 
Suzi Nikolovski (Area Office Assistant). 


Bark Hutis Reserve, 


BELFIELD 
Manny: 0414 622 502 
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ydney Olympic on 
Sunday night faces an 
acid test at the Belmore 


clash with 
Championship contenders, 
the Perth Glory. 

The Glory last Saturday 
night pulverised Sydney 
United 5-1 at the Perth Oval 
whilst Olympic themselves 
scored a very valuable 3-5 win 
over Adelaide City at the 
Hindmarsh Stadium. 

Olympic again will have to 
make do without playmaker, 
Kresimir Marusic, out serving 
his second week of suspen- 
sion. 

‘This loss has been hugely 
cushioned by the return to 
form of midfield architect, 
Troy Halpin who over recent 


Dylan MacAllister: 
Olympic’s 18 year old 


powerful striker. 


-f 


Branko Culina 


Ante Juric:Olympic’s skipper and two goal hero. 


weeks has hit scintillating 
form. 

Halpin, a former Perth 
Glory player, is certain to turn 
it on against his old club. 

Olympic this week will trial 
two new players that flew in 
from Tahiti last Sunday, 

Both played in the recent 
Oceania Tournament in Port 
Moresby against ~—the 
Wollongong Wolves. 

Olympic’s General manag- 


er, Peter Raskopoulos, stated 
last night to ABSW; “One is a 
25 year old striker from New 
Caledonia and the other is a 29 
year old midfielder from 
Denmark. Both played for the 
Tahitian club that competed in 
the recent Oceania 
Tournament against 
Wollongong, and were highly 
recommended to us by Johnny 
Warren.” 

Olympic’s lanky skipper 


and sweeper, Ante Juric, again 
had an outstanding game for 
Olympic last Friday night 
against Adelaide City. 

Juric not only played his 
normal ‘captain's knock’, but 
as a bonus, opened the 
‘innings’ when he scored 
Olympic’s first and last goals. 

Ball-playing striker Pablo 
Cardozo, stated last night: 
“Ante is in hot form. 

“The Glory is a top and 
well balanced team but I'm 
sure we'll give them a real run 
for their money. They're, (the 
Glory), championship materi- 
al for sure. 

“We played extremely well 
in Adelaide and even though 
we fell behind by a goal at one 
Stage, I felt we still dominated. 
T hit the cross-bar at 2-2 yet 
felt that we were not strug- 
gling at all, After they, 
(Adelaide), lost defender 
Lagati, (red carded in the 59th 
minute), We gota penalty from 
which I scored to level the 
scores again at 3-3," Cardozo 
said, 

“After that it became one 
way traffic for us and young 
Franco Parisi came on and 
scored to lift us ahead. 

“Our skipper, (Juric), killed 
them off with his second, and 
our fifth and last goal,” 
Cardozo ended. 

But Sunday’s match sees an 
entirely different opponent 
that will be challenging 
Olympic for the three League 


Bobby Despotovski: The Glory's Intelligent and 
ace—marksman. 


points, 

The Glory lobs into Sydney 
on Sunday with some pretty 
heavy artillery. 

Olympic’s defence will 
have to be at its sharpest to 
contain the Glory’s twin lethal 
strikers in Bobby Despotovski 
and Damian Mori, if the home 
team desires to capture all 
three League points from this 
battle. 


Despotovski and Mori last 
Saturday night rattled in three 
of the five goals in the Glory’s 
5-1 annihilation of Sydney 
United, 

Mori, (12), and 
Despotovski (10), have scored 
22 of the Glory’s season total 
to date of 42 goals against 
Olympic’s total of 32. 

Ironically, despite the 
Glory’s heayy scoring last 


Sunday 18th February 


AT THE 


ELMORE SPORTS GROUND 


MAIN GAME — KICK OFF 6.30PM @ YOUTH LEAGUE 4.00P. 
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Troy Halpin 


Dylan MacAllister 


Bobby Despotovski 


Jamie Harnwell 


Saturday night against the 
defiant Sydney United, Perth's 
assistant coach Mich d’Avray 
insisted that things looked 
grim for the Western 
Australians as the Sydney 
team were,extremely tough to 
break down, 

The red-hot Glory ran in 
four first half goals before 
Sydney United arrested the rot 
in the second half, 

Despotowski who scored 
two goals last Saturday, has 
now lifted his tally to a record 
50 goals since joining the 
Glory. 

The Glory’s coach Bernd 
Stange, and former coach, 
(1983), of the East German 
national team, is a shrewd tac- 
tician and will surely have 
devised a blue-print to contain 
Olympic’s mobile midfield 
quintet. 


~ Bernd Stange: The 
Glory’s head coach. 


M% 


Ron Cony: Wollongong’s battio-etrategiet. 


By John Economos 


URRENT League 
and Oceania cham- 
pions, the 


Wollongong Wolves, hun- 
grily return back ‘home’, 
(WIN Stadium), this 
Saturday night for their 
clash against the high rid- 
ing Melbourne Knights. 

Both teams have recently 
struck red-hot form and both 
teams are coming off solid 
wins from last weekend. 

Following some protract- 
ed negotiations, Wollongong 
yesterday, (Monday), zipped 
in and snapped up former 
Carlton goalkeeper, Dean 
Anastasiadis, 

Whilst the rapidly improv- 
ing Melburnians downed the 
visiting Canberra Cosmos 2- 
0 last Sunday, Ronnie 
Corry’s Wollongong wal- 
loped Marconi 1-3 last 
Saturday in Sydney, 

At the Marconi Stadium, 


the Wollongong super team 
clicked into top gear and 
ruthlessly brought Marconi’s 
six-game winning-streak to 
a grinding and cruel halt. 
Without mercy, the Wolves 
devoured Marconi in their 
own back yard. 

Don't be fooled by that 
score-line either as it was far 
from being an accurate 
barometer of Wollongong’s 
sheer and brutal dominance. 

For almost the entire sec- 
ond session Wollongong had 
Marconi under relentless 
fire. 

Had the final scoreline 
registered 1-7, not a soul 
would have complained as 
marksmen Saso Petrovski, 
Scott Chipperfield, Stuart 
Young plus Paul Reid, all 
very narrowly shaved the tar- 
get. 

The Melbourne Knights 
that have been stiffened by 
the injection of former 
Carlton players such as hard- 
man Andrew Marth, Lubo 
Lapsansky and Steve Horvat, 
will prove a much harder 
opponent this Saturday. 

Since their highly success- 
ful return from their gru- 
elling Oceania crusade, the 
Wollongong team has gal- 
yanised itself into an 
extremely tight, command- 
ing and powerful combat 
unit. 

With lead _ strategist, 
‘Field-Marshall’ and coach, 
Ronnie Corry in the trenches 
guiding his troops through 
each battle, Wollongong has 
developed a most threatening 
and lethal image to be feared, 
(and certainly most respect- 


ed), in the League. 

Coach Corry has drilled 
his team superbly to the point 
that his super NSL unit 
attacks with no less than 
seven players, whilst off the 
ball, it defends in unison 
with all 10. 


Adrian Cervinski: The 
Knights’ shining striker. 


Red Star humble hardfighti 
Fitzroy 


By Bert Van Bedaf 


here was no miracle 
victory, although 
they came close. 


But there was pride and a 
great deal of satisfaction as 
the players of Fitzroy City 
battled it out with the giants 
from Belgrade and held them 
until ten minutes from the 
final whistle. 

Red Star Belgrade eventu- 
ally beat minnows City 
Fitzroy 3-1, but the Roys 
stood tall and gave the Stars 
‘a scare, which they hadn't 
expected at the start of the 
game, 

‘This was the much billed 
friendly soccer international 
played last Tuesday, 


February 6, between a 
Victorian State League sec- 
ond division team and’ the 
Yugoslav champion. 

The gap in standards 
could not have been 
greater. A crowd 
of around 6,000 
turned up at if 
Olympic 
Village, the 
home ground of 
Victorian Premier 
League club 
Heidelberg United, It will be 
Fitzroy's new abode when 
their competition starts in 
April. 


Canterbury Marrickville 
Olympic SC 


PLAYERS 


STILL NEEDED 
Under 19 Super Youth League 


0417 453 157 * 9385 6140 


The Roys fielded several 
guest players, such as goal 
keeper Bojo Jevdjevie (from 
NSL club eastern Pride), 

Danny Vucinic (Bullen) 
and Jean-Paul 
Knezevic (Port 
Melbourne), 
Yet, it was Roy 
striker Zlatko 
Mihajlovic who 
gave Red Star a 
scare with his 
opening goal, a long 
range shot, after ten min- 
utes.The Star leveled when 
Mirko Bunjevcevic powered 
home midway through the 
second half. f 

Fitzroy's backline held 
firm until the 80th minute. 
Boban Stojanovic put the 
Star a goal up and Branko 
Boskovie took care of the 
third goal with five minute 
remaining. 

By then Fitzroy City 
coach Dusan Kalezic had 
given all his players a run 
against the glamour side. a 
moment every player 
savored, 


"I wasn't looking for a 
result. Red Star was too 
strong anyway, but a team 
like Red Star comes along 
once in a lifetime and it was 
important to give all my 
players a run against them,” 
Kalezic said, 

"We gave them a good 
game and were a goal up. We 
defended well and tried to 
close them down for as long 
as we could. 

"AL1-1, Red Star was des- 
perate and they stepped up 
the pressure. We lost in the 
end, but this was a good per- 
formance from my players. 

"This was a very good 
game for the club and the 
supporters. We had a big 
crowd. It was a big night for 
everybody," he said. 

Australia's 1974 World 
Cup coach Rale Rasic was 
present and later told Kalezic 
he'd been impressed with the 
Victorian side. 

Red Star had beaten 
Sydney national league club 
Marconi Stallions 4-1 the 
previous week and trounced 
Victorian Premier League 
side Preston 8-0 a day later. 


“Make no mistake, the 
Knights will give us a tough 
game. They are a hard team 
to beat and have become 
even harder and tougher 
since they recruited their 
three former Carlton play- 
ers,” warned Corry. 

“Their two front runners 
‘are not bad either, especially 
Adrian Cervinski. 

“We have set our target to 
finish in the “Top Three’ and 
we still have two games up 
our sleeves,” ended Corry 
who is quietly transfixed on 
Telaining the League champi- 
onship for Wollongong. 

Superbly marshalled by 
the tenacious central marker 
George Souris, in tandem 
with his ‘twin’ Alvin 
Ceccoli, plus young sweeper 
Ben Blake always on the 
alert, Wollongong’s defen- 
sive qualities are unyielding. 

Every player has been 
meticulously conditioned to 
be fully responsible to the 
whole unit whilst in battle. 

Deep flankers in skipper 
Matt Horsley on the right, 
plus mobile Robbie 
Middleby on the left, raid the 
flanks with monotonous reg- 
ularity to fire in precious 
crosses. 

Wollongong’s highly 
industrious ‘gear-box' of 
Paul Reid, David Huxley and 
Scott Chipperfield, win the 
precious possession to sup- 
ply twin front runners Saso 
Petrovski and Stuart Young 
with ‘ammo’. 

Make no mistake, thé 
Wolves are back and hungri- 
er than ever, with stacks of 
pace plus heaps of grit. 


Main game Kick off at 6.30pm, gates open at 3.30pm 


OTHER ENTERTAINMENT 
* Youth Grade vs Sydney Olympic Academy, kick off at 4pm ‘ 
+ Rooball: Bellambi vs Helensburgh, Corrimal ys Unanderra 
+R & M Dance and Promotion Studio 
+ Meet players after the match at the FRATERNITY CLUB, presentation at 9.15pm 


SS ld. be ms 


ym.ats 
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‘On February 24, 60 votes 
will be cast to decide the next 
chairman of Soccer Australia 
in place of Basit Scarcella. The 
outgoing chairman was elected 
president of the Oceania 
Football Confederation last 
December, succeeding octoge- 


narian New Zealander Charles 
Dempsey. 
NSL chairman Tony 


Labbozetta and Victorian com- 
missioner Joe Brondolino are 
declared candidates. 

Victorian editor Bert van 
Bedaf surveys the scene, 


hese are times of 
change. The sport is 
crying out for change. 


Northern Spirits’ Robbie 
Slater is hauled before the 
Soccer Australia tribunal for 
publicly demanding change. 
Former Victorian premier Jeff 
Kennett bagged the current 
administration, with state- 
ments like "compared to other 
football codes, the soccer 
administration in this country 
is a national disgrace." 
Kennett wanted wholesale 
change at board level and at one 
point indicated he would put for- 
ward his own candidate, 
believed to, be either former 
Sydney Olympics minister 
Michael Knight or former AFL 
chief Ross Oakley. The deal col- 
lapsed. Kennett blamed it on the 
stakeholders closing ranks, 


THE HEAT IS ON FOR S.A. TOP JOB 


Now involved in golf, 
Kennett's popularity lies in his 
ability to be 

seen as a doer, and if neces- 
sary not to care who stands in 
the way. He travels the circle of 
movers and shakers. He got the 
Grand Prix running around an 
inner-city lake, He got South 
Melbourne a brand new stadium 
(and still is No.1 ticket holder at 
South), 

He even tried to get the 2010 
World Cup to Australia, when 
still premier, appealing directly 
to FIFA without bothering with 
the conventional channels. 
‘Many still believe he’s the sort of 
character the sport needs to lift it 
into the spotlight, into the main 
media and into the powerful cor- 
porate boardrooms ready to 
bankroll the world code in 
Australia, 

Kennett eventually walked 
away from the whole show, dis- 
gusted by the behind the scenes 
moves. Some believe Kennett 
may be in line to succeed 


Neville Wran as Soccer 
Australia. president after seven 
years in the seat. 


Others believe Kennett is too 
much "hands-on" to slip into a 
ceremonial role. 

The fans also demand 
change, naming Westfield chief 
Frank Lowy as their preferred 
candidate, Everybody wants 
change. Everybody wants to 
have a voice in the process, 

Speaking on SBS's On The 
Ball last Sunday, Marconi direc- 
tor and NSL chairman Tony 
Labbozzetta staked his claim to 
the chairmanship as, "I am total- 


ly committed to the game. I have 
a vast experience and the energy 
to address the issues.” 

Labozzetta defined the issues 
as strategic planning, restructure 
of the league (he is in favor of a 
12-club league), marketing of 
the sport, improving television 
coverage on Channel Seven, and 
World Cup qualification of the 
Socceroos for 2002. 

Labbozetta's contribution to 
the sport spans some 30 years, 
some of it less flattering than 
he's wished. The (Justice 
Donald) Stewart inquiry into the 
Paul Okon transfer, among other 
things, has stuck to Labbozzetta 
— rightly or wrongly — like a 
restless poltergeist. 

Justice Stewart named 
Labbozetta and Basil Scarcella. 
It didn't stop the latter from ris- 
ing to chairman and Oceania 
president, but it has haunted the 
former, raising questions, 
whether he isn’t carrying too 
much "baggage" to become SA 
chairman, 

"What has happened over the 
years is well documented,” 
Labbozetta said. 

Recently, in this paper, he 
also pointed out, "We (Scarcella 
‘and himself) cleared ourselves. 
‘We were cleared." 

On the Channel Seven issue, 
Labbozetta said, "There are dif- 
ficulties which will be addressed 
around the table, We are con- 
cemed and we need to improve 
the situation.” 

His Victorian opponent Joe 
Brondolino believes he has the 
right ideas and is willing to gath- 
er the right talent around him to 


Matildas’ Murray 


By Janene Mar 


ulie Murray is packing 

her bags for America, 

having become the first 
Australian to be signed up for 
the WUSA, America’s long- 
awaited women's professional 
league. 

Murray wil! wear the colours 
of the Bay Area CyberRays 
based in San Jose in the San 
Francisco Bay region. The 
‘Matilda's name was called out as 
high as the ninth pick of the wo- 
day draft conducted in early 
December, not far behind the 
five Chinese stars and 
Norwegian Olympic — hero 
Dagny Mellgren, 

"I didn't really think about it 
in that way, but obviously I'm 
over the moon,” said Murray 
when asked of how she felt 
being the first Aussie. "I don't 
think of myself being the first 
Australian, it's more being the 
first of many more Australians 
over the years to come." 

Other Australians have 
played professional football pre- 
viously, making a living from 
the sport, Matildas Cheryl 
Salisbury and Sunni Hughes 
were the first to play in Japan's 
L-League, spending three to 
four seasons there from 1995, 
At the time it was the only real 
professional league and conse- 
quently it attracted some of the 
best from around the world, 

Yet the scale of this 
American WUSA league will be 
something else again. Such a 
league has long been on the 
drowing board in the US, the 
‘one nation that has remained on 
top of the women's football 
scene, not only for their magnif- 
icent feats on the field, but very 
much so for their promotion of 
the game. 

‘The final catalyst for getting 
the project off the ground and 
the all-important financial back- 


ing from the corporate and 
media worlds was the sensation- 
al groundbreaking success of the 
1999 World Cup where women's 
soccer won the hearts of the 
ordinary American on the street. 

Although it may have taken 
some years to come to fruition, 
at least organisers know the tim- 
ing is now right for success, 


However, it's all somewhat of 
a repeat of history for Murray 
‘who, along with National team- 
mate Carol Vinson, was the first 
Australian female to gain an 
‘overseas contract when the pair 
signed for Fortuna Hjorring in 
Denmark in 1990. The physical 
contrasts between her Danish 
and American signings are enor- 


achieve necessary goals. 

Brondolino was elected VSF 
chairman in 1996, ahead of re- 
nominated chairman Henry 
Siwka and other candidates Joe 
Carusa and Jack Reilly. With 
Kennett as honorary president, 
the VSF underwent an overhaul, 
introducing a board of commis- 
sioners with specific portfolios. 


> 


Tony Labozzetta: Going 
for the top seat. 


He was re-elected in 1998 
and in 1999 became a Soccer 
Australia commissioner, suc- 
ceeding Don Di Fabrizio. He 
held both posts for seven months 
and resigned as VSF chairman 
1999, having Manny Galanos 
elected unopposed as his succes- 
sor, 

Brondolino said it was neces- 
sary Soccer Australia made 
changes. "It has been sitting on 
its laurels for too long. I don't 
blame the people that have gone 
before. It has been a migrant 
sport and that has kept the game 
alive, but there's a new genera- 
tion. We'll need to take it 


of training and the regular high 
quality competition was more 
than a class greater than what 
Australia could provide then. 
"Denmark was at a time in 
my career when I really needed 
to get out of the country to push 
ahead. To be in the league was 
incredibly demanding, and made 
me step up two or three gears 


Veteran Murray, who first 
broke into Australian Team 
ranks in 1986 and is the longest 
serving member of the Matildas, 
has played out her career and 
witnessed first-hand the enor- 
mous amount of change in the 
game, both here and the world 
over. The 30-year-old can only 
be grateful the pro-League is 
now ready to take off. 

“I's a fantastic way to end off 
my career, to see out the next 
three to five years in-a profes- 
sional league and play for the 
National Team as well. It's the 
culmination of many years, but 
this will probably be the most 
important few years. 1 won't be 
looking back once I get there." 


last year. 


mous, and reflecting of how 
women's football has developed 
over time, yet Fortuna was at the 
game's forefront at the time. 

Back in those earlier years, 
Fortuna was one club with the 
game well at heart, a reputation 
it retains still today. It was a 
club which undertook new ini- 
tiatives and forged the way for 
other organisations to grow the 
game. Fortuna was one of the 
first to take on ‘foreign’ players, 
and remains the force behind the 
long-standing Dana Cup, one of 
the world’s biggest international 
youth tournaments, 

‘The move was an eye-opener 
for Murray and certainly made 
her a better player. The rigours 


8 AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY — FEBRUARY 13, 2001 


Julie Murray (left): In action against Sweden at the North Sydney Oval, 


pany 


which I would not necessarily 
have done if I was here. It was 
something I wanted to do, and I 
made the decision assuming the 
Teague was very close to one of 
the best. In a lot of respects the 
club led the way in Europe." 

"Financially it was nothing 
like what things will be like 
now. But Denmark definitely 
‘was one of the highlights of my 
career — it was a great league. 
It provided a stepping stone to 
me continuing with Australia, 
by becoming a much better play- 
er. 

Murray also received retum 
travel and accommodation, and 
asa British passport holder, was 
able to receive other monthly 


(Soccer) a step further. We'll 
need to address. difficult issues 
and make difficult decisions,” 
Brondolino said. 

"We need to address the 
needs of spectators, players, 
stakeholders and sponsors. I'm 
in favor of restructure (including 
a 12-club NSL and a second 
division), but we've had 15 


Joe Brondolino: Going 
for the top seat. 


changes in 23 years. Nine clubs 
jin two years have gone into liq- 
uidation. How can we establish 
tradition, if clubs continue to go 
broke?" he said. 

Brondolino said he wanted to 
bring back “transparency, 
integrity and credibility” t0 the 
running. of the sport. 

"We need to develop confi- 
dence in the public and corpo- 
rate world. We haven't been 
marketing, promoting or brand- 
ing the game. We need to make 
clubs more viable. We need to 
make the (national) league more 
viable, We have to be supportive 
of the clubs. We need to be there 


payments, She also worked for 
the club as International 
Secretary, translating and deal- 
ing with correspondence for the 
Dana Cup. 

Murray was at Fortuna two 
years, going back there in 1992, 
this time with new recruit Alison 
Forman in tow. Whereas 
Forman made a new life there in 
Denmark, staying there until 
1998 and returning late last year 
afier the Olympics, Murray felt 
the need to retum home, more 
for her financial and career 
prospects. 

The Aussie striker now joins 
several other big names of the 
world game in the US, players 
who had already been allocated 
to the CyberRays in previous 
months, Star Brazilian attacking 
duo Sissi (midfield) and Katia 
(striker) head the international 
recruits, whilst Olympic gold 
medallists and World Cup cham- 
pions Brandi Chastain and Tisha 
Venturini are the key American 
charges in addition to keeper 
Lakeysia Beene. CyberRays 
also picked up Canadian mid- 
fielder Amy Walsh in the draft 

Murray, in the US soon after 
the Olympics as a member of the 
World All-Stars competing in 
the 12-city promotional indoor 
tour, had long had her sights set 
on the American pro-league. 
The two-time World Cup cap- 
tain was exempted from actively 
participating in the week-long 
‘combine’, where over 200 play- 
ers trialled under the close watch 
of all the league coaches before 
the draft itself was conducted. 

T knew there was definitely 
some interest there in me. My 
newly-signed coach lan 
Sawyers, who is Julie Foudy's 
husband, has said he had wanted 
‘me straight off the bat. Brandi 
‘said I was her first pick and she 
was very happy I hadn't been 
picked up first. And Sissi, whom 
I got on really well with on the 
Indoor tour, said she was really 


to assist and not threaten them,” 
Brondolino said. 

"There's a lot of outside 
expertise we need to call on. We 
need to delegate tasks and co-opt 
individuals to contribute. If peo- 
ple come along offering their 
‘expertise others should be will- 
ing to step aside, 

"I'm in favor of bringing on 
the board (of Soccer Australia) 
more independent expertise and 
corporate experience,” he said. 

Although Brondolino wel- 
comed Channel Seven's latest 
strategy to concentrate more on 
soccer and rugby since it lost 
Australian Rules to Channels 
Nine and Ten, he insisted on 
talking with Seven to get better 
exposure from the $25 million, 
10-year agreement. 

"We must have Channel 
Seven at the discussion table. 
‘We need a better time slot and 
greater exposure. 1 believe 
Seven has moral and legal oblig- 
ations to promote our game. 

“If | am chairman I will insist 
they come to the table and con- 
duct a constructive discussion 
how to promote soccer. 

"T appreciate we need to get 
the ratings up, but we can't do 
that without Seven's help, with- 
out promotion. I'm not asking 
for prime time, but I'm asking 
for a reasonable time (slot),” he 
said. 

Brondolino stressed the 
national league should be soc- 
cer’s main vehicle, ahead of past 
strategies of banking on the 
national teams as the main draw- 
cards. 

"We should not lose sight of 


happy I had been drafted in the 
same team. That makes me feel 
ood, that some of the best play- 
ers in the world want me to play 
alongside them." 

‘The Australian is set to make 
a more than comfortable career 
from the league, as the amount 
of money carned is directly 
linked to a player's position in 
the draft pick. 

Over a twelve month period, 
the minimum base wage that any 
player will carn is reportedly 
around the $US25,000 mark, 
‘There are also opportunities 
with other incentive payments 
and contracts, ¥ 

Murray leaves for San Jose 
on 26 February to settle in and 
gét stuck into full training with 
her new team, A mandatory 
camp will be held in Florida for 
all eight clubs in March. 


PLAYERS 
@ COACH 
WANTED 


NARCONT WOMENS SOCCER 


the domestic competition. It is 

fine to promote the cream, the 

Socceroos and Olyroos, but we 

have to pay altention to the 
ts as well.” 

He's also critical of the lack 
of sponsorship at league level. 
"Not since the Ericsson Cup 
(last time) in 1999 have we had 
a naming rights sponsor," 
Brondolino said. 

He recognised the concems 
of fans through-such groups as 
STAND and the Australian 
Soccer Supporters Association 
and promised to "give fans a bet- 
ter deal”. 

Brondolino said he stood for 
“constructive change, greater 
stability in the league" and "a 
more professional approach to 
the game", 

"We need to build up the pro- 
file of players and make soccer 
the No.) sport in Australia. We 
need to build better facilities for 
spectators and provide a better 
product on television. We need 
to do and achieve all the things 
people enjoy and have come to 
expect. in other sports," 
Brondolino said. 

The election received a last 
‘minute twist with the announce- 
ment that former APIA 
Leichhardt president, Ron Orsati 
will stand for commissioner, 

Tf elected to the board, he also 
will stand for SA chairman as 
the third candidate, 


HOW THE NUMBERS 
ARE COUNTED 

All stakeholders vote for the 
chairmanship, The numbers are 
NSW 7, Victoria 7, Tasmania 5, 
South Australia 5, West 
Australia 5, Canberra 3, 
Northern NSW 5, Queensland 5, 
Referees 1, Northern Territory 1, 
NSL clubs 16, 

Since Auckland Kingz aren't 
allowed to vote and Carlton is 
gone, each of the NSL clubs is 
expected to receive a 1.14 vote 
to make up a number nearest to 
16 (15,96). 

Provided there are two candi- 
dates, the front runners are 
closely stacked, 

According to a NSW insider, 
Labbozetta can so far count on 
24 votes from NSW (7), West 
Australia (4), Canberra (3) and 
NSL (10). 

‘According to Victorian insid- 
ers, Brondolino may be on 25 
votes from Victoria (7), South 
Australia (5), West Australia (1), 
Northern NSW (5), as well as 
the referees vote (1) and NSL. 


(6). 

If the sums correctly, 
Tasmania, Queensland and the 
Northern Territory will cast the 
deciding votes (eleven in all) to 
pick the winner. Many regard to 
outcome as too close to call, 


1. Marconi this year have started girls Youth League 
teams U/14 & U/16s. We are on the lookout for some 
players for both, plus an U/14s girls’ Youth goalkeeper: 


2. We are interested in hearing from a Level 2 or higher 
coach for our U/21 Womens Super League team. 


3. Negotiations are underway for the 2001 Womens 
Super League “launch” during the Marconi v Sydney 
United NSL night. A media function will be held with a 
female player from each Womens Super League club 
paraded in playing strip during half time, Matilda, Anissa 
Tan, Derby is the organiser. 


Marconpc? 


Ring John Sevil on 


0419 240 270 


Dear Sir, 

T have to. strongly disagree 
with Johnny Warren's com- 
ments on SBS recently saying 
that the Wollongong Wolves 
should get all of the money paid 
to them for appearing in the 
World Club Championships 
later on this year in Spain. 

What he doesn’t realise, or 

either doesn't care, is that a $5 
million pay-out to the Wolves is 
equivalent to about three years 
wages for players in the NSL 
team, whereas with Manchester 
United (which he also men- 
tioned as an example) it would 
be only about three weeks 
wages for there squad of play- 
ers, 
If they were to receive an 
equivalent of three years wages 
in prizemoney (which would be 
as high as $500 million in 
Australian currency, 

1 am pretty sure that other 
English clubs would kick up a 
stink as well, 

While that sort of money is 
welcome in the Occania region, 
some of it needs to benefit the 
game as a whole and not just 
one oF two clubs. That sort of 
money for a top Euro club is 
just a bonus that, helps them 
marginally, but for an 
Australian club, it not only 
makes them financially secure 


for years to come, but almost 
invincible as well. 

Is that what Johnny Warren 
wants, for South Melbourne to 
become invincible if they win 
the Grand Final this year? 

Well that's exactly what will 
happen if they do win and get to 
keep all the money again from 
next years world Club 
Championship. Their only chal- 
lengers will be the Wolves 
(from this years windfall) and 
the Glory who are the only club 
that makes money at present, 

I was critisized last year by 
the editor at that time, Vince 
Battiato when South Melbourne 
appeared in the first World Club 
Championship in Brazil, for 
‘mentioning that half the money 
Should go to the remainder of 
the clubs for helping Souths 
win the competition. also said 
that if they lost concentration or 
didn’t compete in last year’s 
finals, that they would be back 
bigger and stronger than ever 
this year, 

Well that’s exactly what has 
happened so far this year, and 
no doubt if the wolves lose the 
title this year, they will 
Strengthen their squad for next 
year, from their windfall as 
well. 

Logic will tell you that with 
that sort of prizemoney on 


offer, it will be a Merry Go 
Round between 2 or 3 clubs 
‘strengthening their squads to try 
and win the NSL competition 
every year. 

It’s a classic case of capital- 
ism gone made in Sport, where 
the rich will get richer and the 
poor will get poorer. I don't 
care what anybody says, includ- 
ing Johnny Warren, 1 don't 
agree with that philosophy in 
sport, as there is no stability in 
the game, if the majority of 
teams become uncompetitive, 
which ultimately means they 
just become another statisic 
when they fall by the wayside. 
that’s an unhealthy situation to 
have in sport and football in 
particular. 

You can’t build history and 
tradition at a club, if their is no 
stability, particularly as we 
don’t have a second or Third 
Division system of promotion 
and relegation in this country. 

T don’t want to go over the 
fact that we have had 40 differ- 
ent teams come and go since the 
NSL started in 1977, but we 
must aim for stability in future 
for the game to be taken seri- 
ously, 

That can only be done by the 
head body scrutinising every 
clubs financial position, then 
ince approved to make sure 


Players of Wollongong Wolves celebrating last year’s NSL triumph over Perth Glory. 


SOCCER VERSUS AUSSIE RULES 


Dear Sir, 

According to the Herald 
Sun, dated January 29, 
2001, one Mr. Garry Lyon 
wrote that Aussie Rules 
football is the greatest 
game in the world. 

Are there some jemmies 
who can explain please, 
which world Garry Lyon is 
talking about? 

Jnless it’s the world that 


was planted in his head and 
his mates, called Victoria 
or maybe Australia. If 
there are people in this 
country that still think that 
way, one has to ask about 
their mentality? 

Before I close, one last 
line to all Manchester 
United fans, was Paolo Di 
Canio’s goal in the English 
FA. Cup. The beginning 


of the end, because you 
can kiss goodbye to the 
Champions League Cup. 
If one Latin player can 
Knock United out of the 
RA. Cup, imagine what 
eleven Latinos can do. 


J. Muscat, 
Melbourne, VIC. 


NSL DESERVES SLICE 
WOLVES’ OCEANIA WINDFALL 


that they don’t go beelly up in 
short period of time (less than 
10 years). 

Of course the governing 
body msut also be in a healthy 
financial situation, If salary 
caps need to be introduced for 
the games overall benefit let 
FIFA know about our different 
set of circumstances to other 
countries. 

If the head body needs 
money to market and promote 
the game as a whole, it has to 
come from somewhere. 

At least 50% of the World 
Club Championship money 
would help (25% for Oceania 
Federation 25% for Soccer 
Australia), 

Whatever money is left for 
the Wolves, or anbody else that 
makes it that far, is still a big 
windfall, and nothing to be 
sneezed at. 

Provided the money is used 
properly by the governing body, 
including to make sure that all 
clubs football teams finish a full 
season, every season, then their 
future reassessed during the off 
season, then their can be no 
‘complaints from anyone. 

Finally even the Wollongong 
Wolves need to spend their 
huge windfall properly, by try- 
ing to increase their ffin base by 
playing some games at Shark 


I NEED ABSW 


Dear Sir, . 

| will like to know 
why you have got sub- 
scriptions for six 
months only? | would 
very much like to read 


your Australian and 
British Soccer Weekly 
for six months, starting 
especially from when 
the National Soccer 
League starts, 

Robert Marton, 

Tingalpa, Qld. 


Park in future, because 
Wollongong is only a provincial 
City with a limited fan base for 
Soccer. 

On that score we will just 
have to wait and see what hap- 
pens, 


Dominic Scullino, 
Nerang Qld. 


FARIN 
CELEB 


Dear Sir, 
T do hope that our nation- 

al coach will not sleep on his 

victory over Scotland. 

And without any conceit- 
ness, he should look around 
and form a national team 
from Australian-based play- 
ers, and not entirely from 
overseas-based players. 

Tf need be, let him pick 


other, From the 


do it, because at 


opportunity to s| 


AUSSIE $0¢ 


Frank Farina: Socceroos Coach. 


SHOULD NOT 
ATE JUST YET 


two teams of overseas and 
local-based players and play 
the two teams against each 
choose a national team. 


pen. If he is honest, he will 


are lots of talented players 
too. Just give them the 


It would boost the morale 
of the home-based players 
— if they are certain that 
there are real chances of 
them making it into thé 
national team. 


ere, he can 


I do hope that it will hap- 


home, there Robert Marton, 


Tingalpa, Qld 


how it. 


CER NEEDS 


JEFF KENNETT 


Dear Sir, 

If Mr Jeff Kennett one day becomes the 
president of Soccer Australia, the first 
favour or action on his part would be eager- 
ly-anticipated. If he was able to run a state, 
then he surel will be capable of running SA. 

The second great expectation is that he 
will be able to somehow altract Aussie spec- 
tators to the soccer games (though it appears 
a faint hope now). 4 

‘The remainder of the future presidential 
candidates, they should have’a written plan ( 
a minimum of two pages) how they intend 
to run Soccer Australia. I suggest the pro- 
posals be published in the ABSW and voted 
upon by the readers and all soccer fans. 

On the future of soccer, we want a public 
vote. We have enough of clowns in the SAS 
and its board — whatever they call them- 
selves. c 

It is just no good, when any elected 
‘joker’ takes up the S.A. presidential post, 
and his first worry is always how to enrich 
his pocket with dollars. 

Take Mr Scarselia for example: He 
ignores, or does not know that, the back- 
bones of soccer in this part-of the world, are 
the ethnic-based clubs. Yet he wants to 
reduce them. Strange indeed! 


Robert Marton, 

veff Kennett: Soccer Australia Tingalpa, Qld. 
Presidentiai hopeful. 
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NATIONAL SOCCER LEAGUE | 


NEWCASTLE UNITED 
FOOTBALL KINGZ 


ADELAIDE CITY 3 
SYDNEY OLYMPIC 5 


By Allon Crop 


bound Sydney Olympic overcame the loss of 

four first team regulars to inflict a 5-3 defeat 
on Adelaide City Force at Hindmarsh Stadium on 
Friday night. 

Olympic was without dynamos Kresimir Marusic, 
Troy Halpin, Nick Carle and Greg Owens, but their 
replacements seized their promotion chances with 
opportunistic zeal, 

By contrast, City was minus Under 17 interna- 
tionals Lucas Pantelis and Aaron Goulding, but the 
return from injury of Louis Brain provided compen- 
sation, while experienced defender Fabrizio 
Buccarelli was dropped from the squad. 

From an entertainment perspective this clash was 
a five-star affair with both teams staging remarkable 
comebacks as the goals kept flowing. 

City, faced with its third successive loss, trailed 
0-2 after the first 20 minutes, while Olympic 
regrouped after the Force hit the lead 3-2 with 34 
minutes left to play. 

‘The justified 59th minute expulsion of influential 
City defender Gianluca Lagati was the turning point 
for the home team, but controversial decisions from 
rookie West Australian referee Angelo Nardi were 
equally crucial and far more confusing, 

When the final whistle sounded Nardi had issued 
five bookings to City players (two to Lagati) and one 
to Olympic. 

Far reaching implications arose from the red card 
to Lagati and the yellows picked up by Brad Hassell 
and Ante Koyacevic as the trio will be suspended for 
this week's scheduled away game against cash- 
strapped Eastern Pride. 

Clympic skipper Ante Juric was the benefactor of 
a skilled chain of passes from ex-West Adelaide 
Shark Pablo Cardozo and Socceroo international 
Lindsay Wilson to smash in the opening goal from 
just outside the box. 


le an all-action, goal-packed clash, finals 


NORTHERN SPIRIT 0 
EASTERN PRIDE 1 


he enormity of the task facing new 

/; Northern Spirit coach Mick Hickman 

couldn’t have been more apparent if it had 
punched him on the nose. 

Graham Arnold’s successor failed to inspire his 

new charges to any great heights as they stumbled to 


Dean Fak (right): Eastern Pride’s tireless defender. 


Cardozo was again the supplier in the 20th minute 
when he picked out Dylan MacAllister, who scooped 
the ball over Adrian Cagalj in the City goal. 

‘The Force hit back on the half hour with a bril- 
liantly taken set-piece as captain Aurelio Vidmar 
tapped to Lagati, who thundered the ball past Clint 
Bolton. 

With Wilson ever prepared to burst down the right 
flank and MacAllister doing a fine imitation of Brett 


» Emerton in attack, Olympic continued to pester the 


City defence. 

But it was the Force which levelled as Vidmar 
broke to draw Bolton and release Carl Veart for an 
easy put away 

Cardozo raced through the overworked City 
defence in the seventh minute of the second half only 
to belt his shot against the crossbar, 

A crunching foul by Olympic defender Scott 
Baillie on Brain brought a penalty for the home side, 
but Hassell’s tame spot-kick was stopped by Bolton, 
who failed to hold the ball leaving young Scott 
Tunbridge to tuck away his seventh goal of the sea- 
son. 

Referee Nardi awarded the second penalty of the 
contest mid-way through the half when Kovacevic 
handled in the crowded box and Cardozo expertly 
equalised from the spot. 

The 65th minute introduction of youngsters 
Franco Parisi and Tony Doumanis brought enthusi- 
astically fresh legs into Olympic’s revival with Parisi 
turning neatly on the edge of the area to regain the 
lead and register his fourth goal of the season as a 
super-sub. 

City, spurred by the PA announcement that there 
would be seven minutes of time added, rallied in 
quest of another equaliser, but a smart break from 
Juric saw the visiting skipper finish as he began by 
netting his second goal. 

‘There was a further delay when Bolton retrieved 
{wo empty beer stubbies thrown at him from behind 
the goal, but by then, the match die was cast. 

Subdued City boss Zoran Matic said his team 
should have not even thought of losing after coming 
from 0-2 down to lead 3-2. 

“But that’s life and we've got to accept it,” Matic 


a 1-0 defeat to the league’s bottom club; Easter 
Pride, 

‘The Pride came to North Sydney Oval with only 
one win for the season and just managing to avoid a 
mid-week player walkout in relation to outstanding 
wages, 

Yet their performance did justice to their nick- 
name, captain Clayton Bell scoring the match-win- 
ner in the 55th minute. 

The visitors employed similar tactics to that which 
the Canberra Cosmos used to such good affect in 
their win over the Spirit in the first game of 2001. A 

gallant defensive effort frus- 

trated the Spirit with 19-year 
old Pride keeper Eugen 

Galekovic particularly impres- 
H sive. 

In only his fifth National 
League appearance, Galekovic 
prevented three certain goals 
with one-handed saves to his 
right as the Spirit tried desper- 
ately to reverse their recent 
poor form. 

The Spirit started the game 
minus a handful of regulars, 
but it appeared to be injured 

“| leading scorer Ben Burgess 
-| that they missed the most. Not 
for the first time this season, 
the Spirit failed to turn a con- 
siderable possession advan- 
tage into goals with strikers 

Daniel Watkins and Ryan 

Griffiths unable to exert too 

much influence on proceed- 

ings. 

‘The first half of the game 
befitted a contest between two 
struggling teams playing with- 
‘out much confidence in front 

of a pitiful crowd. 
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Clint Bolton: Helped Sydney Olympic to a 
surprise away victory. 
said. Olympic coach Branko Culina said he could 
not expect his team to stage such a recovery, “every 
week.” 

Asked if he was content with Olympic’s position 
on the league ladder, Culina replied, “First or second 
is what we are after, finishing third means nothing. 

As far as Olympic’s form is concerned, perfec- 

“tionist Culina assessed, “We are not quite there yet?” 


‘The Pride caused a few problems with long 
throws into the penalty area by John Hutchinson but 
the Spirit defence, led by a solid Mike Smith, was 
relatively sound, 

Ryan Griffths forced a good save from Galekovic 
in the 17th minute, but it wasn’t until Robbie Slater 
replaced the injured Noel Spencer two minutes later 
that the home side pushed forward with any real 
intent. Slater’s arrival drew the largest cheer for the 
night and the veteran showed typical fight despite 
only just returning from a long lay-off. 

‘The Spirit opened brightly in the second half only 
to see the Pride take advantage of some sleepy | 
defending. Bell sprinted on to a quickly taken Manny 
Gotis free kick and clipped it past a horribly exposed 
John Perosh. 

‘The Spirit searched for a reply but Galekovic and 
the Pride defensive trio of Gotis, Dean Fak and Mark 
Atkinson scrambled well to repel each raid. One par- 
ticular chance summed up the night, if not the season 
so far, for the Spirit as both Gabriel Mendez and sub- 
stitute Alex Moriera failed to find a way past 
Galekovic when only yards from goal. 

Any chance Spirit had of avoiding defeat appeared 
dashed when a reckless and pointless Mendez chal- 
lenge on Marcus Stergiopoulos saw the Spirit captain 
dismissed for his second yellow card. 

It was another disappointing display in a frustrat- 
ing campaign for Mendez and all the more unaccept- 
able considering other experienced players Craig 
Fosterand Matt Bingley were unavailable due to sus- 
pension. 

‘The longer the season goes on, the less likely itis 
that the Eastern Pride will be competing in the NSL 
beyond 2001. The plucky basement outfit appear 
willing to fight down to the wire and may yet find 
away to drag themselves from the foot of the table. 

For the Spirit there are still no answers and plenty 
of questions. They have now lost six consecutive 
games and, with three tough away fixtures coming 
up, don’t look like arresting this slide anytime, 
soon. 


Y 


ewcastle United scored their third win of 
N= season with a gutsy 1-0 win over an in- 

form Football Kingz at Marathon Stadium 
on Friday night in front of 6,568 supporters. 

Given an ultimatum by management to perform or 
be shown-the door and the dropping of three first 
graders to youth had the desired effect on a previous- 
ly unimpressive Newcastle side, Three matches in the 
second half of the season have seen two wins and a 
draw. 

Debutante midfielder Mitchell Johnson who turns 
18 later this month produced the winning goal. 
Johnson, who signed with United from the AIS two. 
weeks. ago, added some much needed spark to the 
midfield, 

In the 37th minute skipper Glenn Sprod put a 
through ball to Johnson and with the ball skidding on 
he challenged Kingz defender Levent Osman and 
forced a mistake and with "keeper Simon Eaddy 
advancing the ball fell at the feet of Peter 
Juchniewicz. A left footed Juchniewicz drive found 
the net and all 6568 Novocastrians were out of their 
seats in appreciation. 

“Mitchell had a great start to his National League 
career,” Newcastle United coach Lee Sterrey said. 

“He forced the goal by putting himself there, and 
didn’t just give up on the situation, 

“He went in and battled and at the end we came up 

trumps.” The Kingz were denied the chance to lead 
the match in the fifth minute when Bob Catlin saved a 
soft penalty from 
Harry Ngata after 
Andy Roberts was 
judged to have hand 
balled inside the 
area from a Tim 
Stevens cross. 
Ngata dolly-stepped 
up to the ball and 
casually pushed it to 
Catlin’s right. 

Catlin easily read 
the shot and dived 
outstretched to save 
and providell the lift 
his embattled side 
needed, Todd McManus: 

Not even a period + Newcastle's central 

of seven minutes marker. 

when United were 

down to ten men could the Kingz break the committed 
home sides defence. Andy Roberts and Michael 
Cartwright clashed heads in the 11th minute with 
Roberts requiring three stitches above his left eye. 
Seven minutes later he returned to the field stitched 
and bandaged looking like tennis ace Marcelo Rios, 

“Jockey’s been working his backside off upfront,” 
Sterrey said of striker John Buonayoglia. “Things will 
come for him sooner rather than later they keep going 
across the end of his studs. He might have to have 
longer studs next week.” 

For the Kingz it was a match of missed opportuni- 
ties when in possession and being frustrated by a com- 
mitted United side, Apart from the missed penalty and 
a glut of possession the 57th minute was a telling 
point in the game for the Kingz. A Paul Urlovic shot 
was partied by Catlin to again deny the Kingz. 
Stevens immediately had an opportunity after latching 
onto the crumbs only to see Mark Wilson clear from 
his own line. 

The Kingz were then denied an almost certain 
penalty when United skipper Glenn Sprod smothered 
Steven's second shot on goal but referee Jeremy 
Blaney waved play on. = 

The Kingz frustration boiled over in the 90th 
minute after Urlovic slammed a dead ball over the bar, 
his team-mate Aaron Lines running in shoving and 
remonstrating with Urlovic. “I thought we had enough 
possession to win the game,” Football Kingz assistant 
coach Shane Rufer said. “We had some chances we 
should have taken, - 

“It’s not often that we come away and have as 
much possession as we had today but we were wary of 
a Newcastle side under pressure. “First and foremost 
you have to match them physically and they did very 
well in frustrating us tonight.” 
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NATIONAL SOCCER LEAGUE 


MARCONI STALLIONS 1 
WOLLONGONG WOLVES 3 


By Arvind Hickman 


he Wollongong Wolves have 

stormed into the NSL top four 

after a brilliant 3-1 victory 
against the Marconi Stallions at 
Marconi Stadium last Saturday 
night. 

A Saso Petrovski double highlighted 
a well drilled performance by the cur- 
rent Champions, outclassing the 
Stallions with their disciplined defence 
and superior pace in attack. 

Wolves coach, Ron Corry, obvious- 
ly pleased with the performance was 
happy with the way his recent acquisi- 
tions have strengthened the squad. 

“We have a much stronger squad 
now than what we had. Middelby is 
probably the best buy of the year, he is 
just dynamite down the left side,” he 
said, 

“People expected the team to drop at 
the start of the year and they're still 
waiting for it, and they might be wait- 
ing a while.” 

Marconi coach, Eddie Krncevic, 
made no excuses and could only hold 
praise for his opposition.”It's good to 
score an early goal but we let them 
back into the game too quick. They 
scored two goals and the second goal 
from Chipperfield was a class goal,” he 
said. 

“T think it is rare for any coach to 
stand up and say the other team is bet- 
ter but they were better than us. 
‘They’re not the champions of Australia 
for nothing.” 

The Stallions did however look like 
up-staging the champions early on 
with a goal in only the third minute of 
the game, 


Kris Trajanovski played a brilliantly 
angled through-ball for Royce 

Brownlie. The youngster from 
Queensland deceived the off-side trap 
before providing a finish beyond his 
years from a tight angle. 

The Wolves reply came in the 11th 
minute from a goalkeeping mistake. 
David Aceski came out to punch a 
Robert Middleby cross, but buckled 
under pressure from Stuart Young. The 
ball fell invitingly for Petrovski who 
blasted it into the roof of the net. 

Archie Thompson came close for 
the Stallions when his shot was just 
tipped around the post by Grant 
Barlow, before Scott Chipperfield 
showed the Marconi faithful why he 
has attracted so much interest over- 
seas. 

Stuart Young headed from a Paul 
Reid free-kick into the path of 
Chipperfield. The Socceroo then 
snapped a shot that was desperately 
blocked by Pan-Keun Kim, before 
picking up the rebound and chipping 
over Aceski from a seemingly impossi- 
ble angle. It was a late goal, scored in 
the 41st minute and telling blow psy- 
chologically for the Stallions. 

While the first half was a fairly even 
encounter, the Wolves were rampant in 
the second and could easily have 
scored three or four. Marconi on the 
other hand found it difficult to pene- 
trate a rock solid defence led by the 
inspirational George Souris, who 
hounded anything and everything. 

In attack the Wolves drove forward 
in numbers often leaving the Stallion 
defence undermanned. Mark Babic’s 
substitution for Jamie Afkos allowed 
Middleby to run riot down the left 
flank. 


BRISBANE STRIKERS 
PARRAMATTA POWER 


By. Giemn Bevis 


risbane capitalised on its faint hopes of making a 
late National Soccer League finals charge with a 
crushing 3-1 win over Parramatta at Ballymore 


last Friday. 


Petroyski enjoyed the first genuine 
opportunity of the half as a three on 
two situation provided him with time 
and space. Aceski was equal to the 
task on this occasion pulling off a fine 
diving save. 

Paul Reid was then guilty of wasting 
a golden opportunity as he headed just 
wide across the face of goal, after some 


Saso Petrovski: Wollongong 
hero on the day. 


nice work from Middleby who provid- 
ed the cross, Stuart Young then showed 
clever versatility as his seemingly 
weak chip shot forced Aceski to tip 
over the bar. 

An inevitable third goal eventually 
came in the 75th minute after 
Middleby provided another dangerous 
cross to the head of Petrovski who 
made no mistake. 

The Wolves are now in fourth place 
with two games in hand and look to be 
South Melbourne’s greatest threat for 
the Premiership, while Marconi end 
their four game winning streak but are 
still comfortably in the top five. 


The Strikers Jed 2-0 at halftime after defender Jon 
McKain produced a memorable 30-metre strike for his first 
National League goal and a superb chip from midfielder 
Jeromy Harris. 

McKain, playing in only his 15th national match, broke 
the deadlock in the 25th minutes with his piledriver which 
struck under the crossbar before bouncing over the line. 

Harris’ goal in the 31st minute can be attributed to an 
error from Parramatta keeper Les Pogliacomi who was 
caught out badly off his line. 

Harris had raced onto a miracle pass from Chay Hews 
from the halfway mark to the comer of the box where 
Pogliacomi had rushed out attempting an intercept. Harris 
sized up the opportunity perfectly before lobbing to give his 
side a comfortable 2-0 lead. 

Parramatta had its chances in the first half with veteran 
striker Kimon Taliadoros producing a diving header off a 
Peter Bennett pass. 

Taliadoros only re-signed with Parramatta the previous 
week and was starting in his first game this season which 
ended a brief retirement made last year. 

Parramatta missed a golden opportunity eight minutes 
after the break to peg back the Strikers’ lead after Strikers 
defender Matt Bell was dispossessed near his own byline. 

Parramatta striker Joel Griffiths floated a cross to the 
unmarked Joe Miller whose close range shot was knocked 
down in a brilliant, diving save by Strikers’ new keeper 
Corey Baldock. 

Baldock was a shock selection by Strikers coach John 
Kosmina who replaced regular custodian Danny Duke. 

Parramatta, who downed the Strikers 3-1 in the first 


I BTS ce 
Lawrence Drake of Brisbane Strikers outjumps 
Milan Blagojevic of Parramatta Power. 
round, went further behind in the 63rd minute after Nick 
Meredith drove a low shot home from inside the box. 

The visitors picked up a consolation goal just before full- 
time after midfielder Milan Blagojevic struck a low-angled 
shot past Baldock from close range. 

‘The Strikers’ victory give them an outside chance of still 
making the top six although they started the match in third- 
last place and needing to gather in 10 points to fulfil their 
dream. 

The Strikers have been decimated by injuries and suspen- 
sions and were forced to make three further changes for the 
Parramatta clash following the Young Socceroo call-up of 
Jade North and Wayne Srhoj while youngster Shane Smeltz 
was also missing due to a New Zealand commitment. 


PERTH GLORY 5 
SYDNEY UNITED 1 


rth Glory maintained third position on 
the NSL standings thanks to a 5-1 win 
over Sydney United Perth Oval last 
Saturday, although it was a victory that was 
far from convincing regardless of what the 
result 

“The score-line does flatter us a bit,” admits 
Glory assistant coach Mich d’ Avray, standing in 
for Bernd Stange, who was having a shard of 
glass removed from a foot. 

“Having said that, when you've got people 
like Bobby Despotovski and Damian Mori up 
front, you are likely to score goals,” d’Avray 
said. 

United coach Alan Hunter was equally full of 
praise for his players despite the one-sided score. 
“It was very unfortunate that we didn’t score a 
lot more goals than we did,” said Hunter, “I 
thought we played a lot better than the Glory in 
the second-half but Perth defended well. It could 
have been 7-all on another day,” Hunter said. 

With the absence of injured defenders Rob 
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Alistair Edwards of Perth Glory 
(right) tussles with Nahuel Arante of 
Sydney United. 


MELB KNIGHTS 2 
CANBERRA COSMOS 0 


By Bert van Bedat 


‘so now’s not the time to suggest the 

Melbourne Knights are on a roll, but 
the truth is they are. The questior is can they 
keep rolling along? 

Canberra Cosmos became their latest victim. 
‘The Knights beat them 2-0 at Somers St last 
‘Sunday with a goal in either half, but not without 
some heroics from ‘keeper Lou Acevski, who 
saved everything in sight including 2 penalty 
after 13 minutes. 

“['m not disappointed in the players’ efforts, 
but we missed a penalty and we missed several 
chances. That's not bad luck,” Canberra coach 
Tom Sermanni said. 

“If we'd scored the penalty and taken the 
Jead, the game might have taken a different tum 
‘nd there might have been another outcome. We 
allowed a soft goal and the Knights scored a sec- 
‘ond goal and they kept a clean sheet. Credit to 
them,” he said. 


Tee ‘such a thing as the kiss of death, 


“The result is excellent. This was a very , 


important game for us. We had to win it to 
improve our position in the top six. We are now 
four point in front of Sydney United,” 
Melbourne Knights coach Vado Vanis said. 

“In the last 20 minutes we played how we can 
play, but in the first half the players in the mid- 
dle didn’t do the job. They didn’t pick up 

opponents,” he said. 

‘Overall, the Melbourne side has had the wood 
on the capital city team, winning five times, 
while the Cosmos tasted victory only twice out 
of 12 encounters. 

But in round two this season, Cosmos rattled 
the former champion 3-0 at Bruce stadium, set- 
ting in train a slump, which lasted a couple of 
months and almost cost Vanis his job. 

Now the Knights are hot again. It was there 


Trajkovski and Shane Pryce, Kasey Wehrman 
(suspended) and Ljubo Milicevic on intemation- 
al duty, proof of the depth of the Glory squad was 
clearly evident. Certainly, an important factor in 
Glory striving for back-to-back NSL champi- 
onship final appearances, 

The Sydney side’s opening thfeat on Jason 
Petkovic’s goal came from a dangerous 12th 
minute free-kick which was conceded by 
Petkovic himself when he drifted out of his area 
with the ball. 

Glory responded six minutes later through 
Damian Mori who tried his luck with a tight- 
angled strike which required a smart save from 
Steve Tolios then Dion Valle chipped in a 26th 
minute centre to Scott Miller ‘whose. stinging 
header was brilliantly saved by the United custo- 
dian, It took only another six minutes however, 
for Miller to find the target with another power- 
ful header, this time, courtesy of a deep left-side 
centre from Mori. 

‘The advantage was doubled five minutes fur- 
ther on when United defender Danny Burt han- 
dled an Alistair Edwards cross inside the box and 
Despotovski converted the spot-kick with ease, 
Glory’s purple patchcontinued in the 39th minute 
after Tolios made a mess of controlling a back- 
pass. 

hile Hunter refused to comment about the 
collision, d’Avray defended Mori’s actions. 
“From where | was sitting I don’t think it was a 
free kick. The goalkeeper took too long on the 
ball and Damian was quick to close down on 
him. Perhaps a lot quicker than the "keeper 
expected,” d’ Avray said, 

Perth made it 4-0 three minutes into first half 
stoppage time when Naven finished off a superb 
solo run with a one-two with Mori and a delicate 
yet deadly chip into the net past substitute goal- 
keeper Brett Hughes. Glory added a fifth in the 
‘55th minute through Mori who was on the end of 
a clever through pass from Edgar before he 
rounded the ‘keeper and steered the ball into an 
open goal. 

Midfielder Tom Pondeljak pulled one back 
with one of the goals of the game after 67 min- 
utes when Cummins Menapi set him up to fire 
from the front of the box. It was scant reward for 
United, who grafted hard and received little in 
return after the interval. Missed opportunities 
from Arambasic and Menapi could easily have 
changed the complexion of the match, 

Not only did Farina miss a dazzling display 
from Pondeljak, but also from Glory’s lethal twin 
strikers Mori and Despotovski who wili arguably 
play a significant role in Glory’s destiny this sea- 
son,” 


fourth win im as many weeks with confidence 
running high since Andrew Marth, Steve Horvat 
and Lubo Lapsansky have returned to the club. 
where success began for them from defunct 
Carlton 

Yet, Cosmos should have taken the lead after 
13 minutes when referee Eddie Lennie awarded 
the visitors a penalty after Alex. Kiratzoglou 
appeared to have tripped David Arranz inside the 
area. 


Jon Angelucci stepped up but hammered the 
ball into a diving Acevski. 

The Knights ‘keeper received generous 
applause from the Knights grandstand for his 
saving effort, which set the tone of his perfor- 
mance for the match. 

Four minutes later Toto Da Costa set the 
Knights on the road to victory with a half-volley 
that flew high into the top left comer and 
brought the house down. _ ‘ 

Saso Ognenovski used his height to fumble a 
header goal bound, but Arranz. managed to save 
it off the line, preventing Canberra from an early 
collapse afier 20 minutes. 

The Knights pressed on. Marth just missed 
out near the line after 23rd minutes. He could not 
get a foot to a headed pass by Horvat after 
Lapsansky had set up the move with a long pass 
from midfield, Moments later Joel Porter thun- 
dered a low drive across the face of goal near the 
half hour as Cosmos was put under severe pres 
sure. 

Canberra regained composure, with another 
former Cariton player Con Anthopoulos provid- 
ing the through-pass in the 34th minute, Naoki 
Imaya tried to touch it past Acevski, but the 
Knights ‘keeper got a hand to it and Ognenovski 
cleared 

Imaya was at it agairr from a Brad Scott cor- 
ner minutes later, but his side-footed shot went 
high over the bar. 

‘Aceyski denied Shane Lyons and Tony 
Popovich in first half stoppage time to keep a 
clean sheet and the Knights a goal in front at half 
time. 
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By Daniela Raco 


oalkeeping is the 
least glamorous 
position on the soc 


cer pitch, 

In Australia’s premier 
soccer competition, the dif- 
ference between glory and 
failure may hinge largely 
on a keeper's agility and 
anticipation to reach the 
ball a split-second before 
his opponent can slot the 
ball into the back of the net. 

With talent to burn, 
Melbourne Knights’ goal- 
keeper, Lou Acevski is 
among the young brigade 
of emerging talents in this 
country. 

If truth be said that 
‘championships are built on 
defence’, then make no mis- 
take this rising star's pur- 
suit of greatness is set to hit 
like a freight train, 


You are a new name on, 
the National Soccer 
League scene, Who is Lou 
Acevski? 

A determined bloke who 
tried to prove a lot of peo- 
ple wrong who didn’t 
believe in me. An easy- 
going guy, 


What former clubs 
have you played for? 

Preston and St, Albans 
Saints 


No matter how exciting 
the saves, how acrobatic 
the goalkeeper, if you 
make a mistake the crowd 
is immediately your 
enemy, How true is this? 

Very true. Keepers can 
be heroes or villains. When 
you make a mistake, you 
wish the ground would 
swallow you up. 


Goalkeepers tend to 
have a secret society 
among themselves there is 
said to be a crazy side to 
all keepers, How true is 
this? 

All keepers are crazy. To 
be a keeper you must put 
your body on the line, and 
be physically tough. You 
must have no fear. 


What are the qualities 
of a good coach? 

Communication, disci- 
pline, good personality, and 
a touch of arrogance. 


In one word describe 
Viado Vanis? 

THE MAN? Quiet 

THE COACH? 
Confident 


What is it about Soccer 
that you love the most? 

The excitement of play- 
ing in front of big crowds 
and travelling. 

Many of our great play- 
ers have had to head over- 
seas to gain the rewards 
their rich talent deserves. 
Do you have aspirations 
to break into European 
football? 

Big aspirations. Not just 
for the money, but also the 
exposure and to play with 
all the big names overseas. 
Most importantly, to make 
my parents proud. 


To be a good footballer 
you haye to be able to 
play in any position. Lou 
you are a proven ‘goal- 
keeper’, but have you 
ever craved the glory of 
goalscoring? 

I was a striker in my 
junior days. I was top scor- 
er for three years in a row 
playing for Green Gully, 
but then I became lazy 
towards. running and 
thought that goalkeeping 
would be a lot easier. 


What’s so special about 
Mark Bosnich? 

His life story — leaving 
Australia at the age of fif- 
teen, and going through the 


Lou Aceveid, relaxing with his flancé Katerina. 


ranks to play for one of the ships. Instead of getting rid 
biggest clubs in the world. of players, we should be 
In an interview with importing from overseas 
Robbie Slater, he said and have the big bucks to 
‘The Future of Australian pay players. Don’t get rid 
Soccer lies in Ethnic clubs _ of the ethnic backgrounds! 
embracing a broader 
sense of the public, Clubs It is important. to ahve 
will need to evolve’ how a balance to be able to 
do we promote the codein play well on the park. 
this country? What are some of Lou 
Advertising, television, Acevski’s offfield pas- 
exposure, and sponsor- times? 


Aceveid on duty for the Melbourne Knights. 


12 AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY — FEBRUARY 13, 2001 


Sleep, sit, and relax. I 
also work part-time with 
the National Bank, and 
spend time on the P.C, 

What animal (or thing) 
describes your personali- 

? 


A scorpion — I’m quiet, 
but I bite! 


What gourmet cuisines 
can you whip up in the 
kitchen? 


‘Too many noodles. 


Who or what inspires 
you? 

Paul Magdic, because his 
work rate is astonishing. 
My mother has also been 
very positive, and worked 
hard at all she has achieved. 


Which famous person 
have you been told you 
look like? 

Christian Vieri. 


Which teammate could 
do with a new wardrobe? 
Ransford Banini — the 
quality sandals/with socks! 


Are you a boxers or a 
briefs guy? 
Nothing! 


Do you have any hid- 
den talents? 

I can eat in big quanti- 
ties. 


Which member of your 
squad is most likely to be 
caught dancing on a podi- 
um at a nightclub? 

Martin John dances like 
Travolta. He is nicknamed 
“The Rabbit’, because he is 
a smooth talker and does 
well with the girls. 


If you were invisible, 
what’s the first place you 
would sneak into? 

A bank safe — easy 
access to money. 


Complete this sentence, 
‘Love Is’? 

What you make of it, and 
when your girlfriend listens 
to you! 


If you could have box 
seats at any event in the 
world, what would it be? 

World Cup final — 
Brazil vs. Macedonia, 


Whatis the biggest mis- 
conception about sports- 
men? 

‘That they're loaded and 
arrogant, 


Which member of your 
squad would top Cleo’s 
most eligible bachelor 
list? 

Jason Vukadin. 


Where would you rate? 
Not very high. 


Describe your ideal 
woman? 
My fiancé Katerina. 


What would you con- 
sider to be a romantic 
night out? 

Boat cruise, dinner for 
two watching the sun go 
down, and a hotel room to 
complete the night, 


On interstate trips 
which teammate do you 
refuse to share a room 
with? 

Adrian Cervinski, 
because he smokes. 


Tf you could have any 
supernatural power what 
would it be? 

To be able to read peo- 
ple’s minds. 


How would spend your 
last $50? 

Buy the paper, have 
something to eat, and make 
a couple of phone calls, 


Time For The Power To Switch On 


wi John Economos 


avid Mitchell, coach 
D: the Parramatta 

Power who this 
Sunday afternoon clash 
with Newcastle United, is at 
his wits end just how to stop 
the rot that has struck his 
team over the past five con- 
secutive games that have 
yielded zero League points 
for him. 

Whilst the Power rattled 
up their fifth consecutive 
loss, the Novocastrians in 
vivid contrast have remained 
undefeated in their last three 
outings. 

The Power’s clash with 
Newcastle kicks off this 
Sunday at the Parramatta 
Stadium with the main game 
starting at 4 pm. 

The Power last Friday 
night sorely missed the lead- 


ership qualities of their lanky 
sweeper Alex Tobin in 
Brisbane, missing the match 
through a calf injury. 

“T don’t know if he'll be 
right by Sunday either as he 
is still receiving treatment on 
his calf,” Mitchell lamented 
last night. 


Milan Blagojevic: 
Parramatta Power's 
playmaker. 


John Kosmina’s Brisbane 
Strikers belted the Power 3-1 
last Friday to continue the 
Sydney team’s tale of woes. 

Compounding Mitchell's 
worries is the fact that his 
tough central marker Nick 
Orlic will also be unavail- 
able, out serving a one match 
suspension, 


“We have also lost Ahmad 
Elrich for Sunday as he’s 
away with the Australian 
Youth squad, 

“We are just not playing 
‘well at the moment and hope- 
fully we can turn our bad run 
around this week,” stated 
Mitchell. 

In an attempt to shake up 
his squad, Mitchell has 
wielded the axe recently. 

Strikers Joe Miller, Joel 
Griffiths and Hamilton Thorp 
have been out of favour late- 
ly, forcing Mitchell to use as 
his strike-combination 
Kimon Taliadoros with 
Andrew Clark last Friday at 
Ballymore, 

The Power's highly expe- 
rienced playmaker, Milan 
Blagojevic, scored the 
Power's sole goal against 
Brisbane, two minutes into 
stoppage time, 

Meanwhile a much rejuve- 
nated Newcastle United also 
last Friday night racked up its 
third win of the season, 
downing the Football Kingz 
by a match solitary goal. 

Newcastle's debutant 18 
year old midfielder, Mitchell 
Johnson, engineered the goal 
just eight minutes from the 
break that ultimately was 
scored by Peter Juchniewicz. 

Newcastle coach Lee 
Sterrey said last night: “Don’t 
worry about Parramatta, 
they’re going through a tough 
time right now. 


“But let me tell you that on 
paper, and player by player, 
they are a great side and will 
comeback with a vengeance. 
“They have power, 
strength and a good blend of 
youth and experience. 
“Don't forget that at the 
beginning of the season they, 
(the Power), were tipped as 


we, | 


mg 


title contenders,” said 
Sterrey. 
~ Newcastle 


after their 


morale-boosting win over the 
Kiwis last Friday night 
should have a full strength 
side this Sunday with only 
Anthony Magnacca in slight 


doubt with a groin strain. 

Lanky midfielder Damien 
Smith who’s been trying to 
fight his way back into the 
first team from a long injury, 
again broke down in the 
Youth team with an ankle 
injury last weekend, 


“We finally had a bit of 
luck going our way last 
Friday against the Kingz. 

“Hopefully we can now 
continue or recent good for 
tunes and keep cracking the 
whip down the straight,” 
ended Sterrey. 


ATTENTION STATE COACHES AND MANAGERS 


THE VICTORIAN SOCCER FEDERATION 


is seeking applications for the following positions 
SEASON 2001 


@ Boys Under 16 Metropolitan and Country 
@ Boys Under 15 Metropolitan and Country 


© Girls Under 14 State 


@ Girls Open Age State Team 


Send applications In writing to the: 
Coaching and Development Manager 
Victorian Soccer Federation 

236 Dorcas St, South Melbourne 3205 
or email: igreener@ soccervictoria.org.au 
soccervictoria.org.au 


se eee ee ee 


Tickets available from 

Ticketek. Parramatta Leagues Club or at the gate. 
For more information ca 

www. parrapow 
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ALTONA EAST PHOENIX 
SILENCES THUNDER 


ALTONA EAST .......... 
DANDENONG beets 


By David Davutovic 


Itona East registered its second 

win in a row with a dramatic 90th 

minute goal through Terry 
Antoniadis for a 2-1 victory away to 
Dandenong Thunder, 

Altona’s coach Chris Taylor was contro- 
versially sent off in the 13th 

minute after he appealed for a booking 
and refused to sit on the bench, as were the 
referee's orders. 

South Dandenong opened 
the scoring after 34 min- 
utes, when David Grella 
played the ball over the 
defence for Fikret 
Korkaric, who beat the off- 
side trap and smashed the 
ball past Sam Frangos for a 
1-0 lead. 

The visitors almost had a 
quick reply as Nick Papadopoulos 
fired a 20-metre strike centimetres 
wide of the post only a minute later, 

Dandenong had two excellent chances to 
double its lead in the latter stages of the 
half, 

Agron Tarevski headed wide from the 6- 
yard box after a 40th minute corner from 
Korkaric, whilst Gazmend Ajdini had a 44th 
minute shot saved by Frangos after Boris 
Ovein took a quick free kick, 

Both sides again took a while to settle in 
the second half and Altona eventually found 


ARTONA EAST Sg 


the equaliser in the 73rd minute when Terry 
Antoniadis released former VIS striker 
Evan Papadopoulos who shook off his 
marker and calmly slotted the ball home 
from close range. 

The visitors then snatched a last minute 
winner as John Dimitrelos fired in a cross 
from the left that found Antoniadis who slid 
in and beat Nick Kalamaris to cap off a bril- 
liant game. 

“It’s the same as last week, they’re not 
playing flash or anything but they're getting 
the results, We have got a lot of injuries at 
the moment, so it’s just full credit to the 
guys that were out there,” said Taylor who 

expects Mohammed El Kersh and 
Robert Troise to be available 
for this week's fixture after 
missing through injury. 
Daniel Genovesi is out of the 
side for an indefinite period 
with an achilles injury, while 
George Pantelidis is four to 
five weeks away after injur- 
ing his knee. Steven Bartol is 
likely to miss the season after 
undergoing a knee reconstruction. 
“Eyeryone’s aspirations with the finals 
series reintroduced is to make the finals, 
But the immediate goal is to keep away 
from relegation zone,” Taylor declared, 

Dandenong assistant coach Goran Runje 
was direct in admitting his side’s aim for 
this season was “survival”. 

The Thunder are also looking at strength- 
ening the squad with two or three new faces. 
“But those things are yet to happen,” Runje 
said. 


Victorian 
Premier League 


FRIDAY, 16TH FEBRUARY 


Port Melb Sharks vs Altona Magic 


S.S, Anderson Reserve 


U21: 6.15pm ¢ First Grade: 8.15pm 


SATURDAY 17TH FEBRUARY 


Essendon vs Heidelberg Utd 


Epping Soccer Stadium 


U21: 4.00pm ° First Grade: 6.00pm 


SUNDAY 18TH FEBRUARY 


Altona East Phnx vs Preston Lions 


Paisley Reserve 


U21: 4.00pm » First Grade: 6.00pm 


Bentleigh Greens vs Sth Dandenong 


Kingston Health Soccer Complex 


U21: 4.00pm ¢ First Grade: 6.00pm 


St Albans Saints vs Fawkner Blues 


Churchill Reserve 


U21: 4.00pm ° First Grade: 6.00pm 


MONDAY 19TH FEBRUARY 


Bulleen Zebras vs Green Gully Cavaliers 


Veneto Club 


U21: 6.15pm ° First Grade: 8.16pm 


For more information, log onto 
www.soccervictorid.org.au 
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PRESTION LIONS 
ESSENDON ROYALS . 


By George Koukeris 


he Preston Lions beat 

Essendon Royals 1-0, but they 

hardly convinced a single sup- 
porter of a worthy victory last 
Sunday at Goodyear Stadium. 

Wasted opportunities dogged the 
Lions of what was supposed to be a 
Premier League heavyweight against 
new kids on the block. 

In the end, the Lions clinched victo- 
ry with a late first half penalty to take 
full points. Half an hour had passed in 
the first half before any serious attack 
could be conjured by either side. 

Preston’s Johnny Sapazovyski and 
Dimce Paney, always looking the dan- 
gerous double, created some promising 
playing moves. 

Kamir Simsek and George Slifkas 
also played their parts for the Lions 


¢ TOP SCORERS « 


AFTER ROUND 2 


Player 

Alfonso Opazo 
Peter Psarros 
John Dimitrelos 
Ice Kutlesovski 


Club 


Heidelberg United 3 
Port Melbourne Sharks 3 
Altona East Phoenix 2 
Green Gully Cavaliers 2 


°e RESULTS e 


Evan Papadopoulos) 


Sunday 11 February 2001 


LIONS SECURE FIRST WIN 


with the later being instrumental for 
some hungry forwards looking for that 
one chance. 

Paney in the 35th minute created the 
best chance for the breakthrough with a 
superb through ball to Sapazovski, 
only for the ‘keeper to beat the oppor- 
tunity, parrying Sapazovski’s shot wide 
of the post. 

The Lions cre- 
ated at least five 
potential strikes 
on target all of 
which were wast- 
ed. However, in 


the 43rd minute, £ 
referee Robert (& 
Josifovski offered Celanese 
some consolation 
in the form of a penalty for Essendon’s 
David Turkovic’s wild tackle on 
Sapazovski. Dimce Panev stepped up 
converted the spotkick for a handy 1-0 
lead just on the break. 

In the second half, who ever thought 


PRESTON 


Goals 


sizzling Heidelberg beat 
double champion Green 
Gully 2-1 in an early point- 
er to a possible grand final 


that the match would soon heat up was 
left unimpressed by the poor display. 

Preston’s Sasho Slaveski and 
Essendon’s Tony Celentano were the 
two best that chased with valour all day 
long while others just seemed to be 
inanother place. 

The action came fromthe sidelines 
as Essendon’s training staff wasre- 
moved from the ground by security 
after a heated argument with referee 
Josifovski. 

As time was running short, 
Essendon Royals attempted to pull one 
point out of this encounter with a last 
minute barrage on goal. 

They came close on several occa- 
sions with some fine ball work from 
themidfield. 

Anthony Barbieri and Neil Wallace 
nearly pulled off the big steal butunfor- 
tunately their fine form was produced 
way too late and the sound oftime end- 
ing awarded the point to the Lions who 
had not even deserved oreamed one, 


SHARKS AND 
BERGERS 
RUN HOT 


Atanasovski with Altona 


By Bort vou Radel aise caiiientan Gree 
. ROUND 2 : vw  , Gully) found the net for the 
ay it once, say it Cavaliers, 
ice, it’ 

Saturday 10 February 2001 Sie tee ott oateeaee 

Altona Magic 0 Bentleigh Greens 0 League leader Port running into early ad 
Dandenong Thunder 1 Altona East Phoenix 2 Melbourne ran hot again, Ominously, after beating 
(Fikret Korkaric) (Terry Antoniadis, beating Fawkner 2-0, while Preston 3-0 last week, 


Ollerton said, “We can only 
get better.” Beating fancied 
Green Gully doesn’t come 
any better. It is proof of a 


Fawkner Blues 0 Port Melb Sharks 2 clash. bright season ahead. 

(Arthur Tsirtsakis, Arthur ‘Tsirtsakis and ~ Port Melbourne also start 

Peter Psarros) Peter Psarros, scoring eq with a bang and hasn't 

Green Gully Cayaliers 1 Heidelberg Utd 2 against his former club, took  fizzed, Last week, it got the 

(Zdravko Atanasovski) (Peter Kakos, care of the Sharks’ goals, better of Bulleen, this week 
Nick Lazarevski) while former VPL top scorer jt overcame the Blues at _ 

" Peter Kakos and Nick Jukes Rd. 

con Us dcr eh : Lazareyski took care of the But according to Port offi- 

(Dimce Panev) Berger strikes. Multiple cia} Phil Diamataris, putting 

champion ZAravko 4 competitive team on the 


VIC PREMIER 
LEAGUE LADDER 


(aFrer Rounp 1) 


Port Melbourne Sharks 
Heidelberg United 
Altona East Phoenix 
Green Gully Cavaliers 
Preston Lions 
Bentleigh Greens 
Dandenong Thunder 
Essendon Royals 
Altona Magic 
Fawkner Blues 

St. Albans Saints 
Bulleen Zebras 
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park comes at a high cost. 

He claimed the Victorian 
Soccer Federation was mak- 
ing it “difficult” for clubs to 
meet financial _ obliga- 
tions.” The VSF makes it dif- 
ficult to pay fees. Insurance, 
player registration and affili- 
ation fees for the season all” 
have to be paid up front,” 
Diamataris said. 

“On top of that clubs need 
money to sign new players. 
Clubs are out of pocket up to 
$40,000 before the season 
starts. It puts a lot of pres- 
sure on clubs, There needs to 
be some flexibility. We don’t 
have full time administra- 
tors,” he said. 


CaS 


BONNYRIGG’S DRAGAS SET TO 
STAR BELGRADE 


JOIN RED. 


onnyrigg White 
Bez defender 

Bobby Dragas has 
spoken publicly for the first 
time regarding the trial 
offered to him by Yugoslav 
champions, Red Star 
Belgrade, 

The 23 year-old defender 
says, “It does look likely that 1 
will accept Red Star’s invita- 
tion but there are certain things 


Bonnyrigg 


Leichhardt 


onnyrigg and 
Leichhardt finished 
all square at 3-3 


after an. enthralling 
encounter in heavy condi- 
tions at the Serbian Centre. 

With the constant rain, the 
murky skies and a slippery 
pitch, the game may have 
taken place on any winter’s 
afternoon in northem Europe 
(aside from the temperature!) 

Given the conditions, it 
was a tough and physical 
game where the result 


depended more on the 


courage to throw bodies into 
a desperate tackles than on 
clever flicks or silky skills — 
making for the sort of robust 
and tense affair rarely seen 
in summer soccer, and one 


t George went down 

by the odd goal in five 

as their recent poor 
form continued against vis- 
itors Belconnen last 
Saturday night, 

Belconnen opened the 
scoring through Oscar 
Zamora but Saints Bill 
Petrosvki turned the game in 
the space of three minutes 
just as half-time approached. 


ST.GEORGE 


he 


First fed George 
Maglis for the equaliser 
before dribbling past severa 
Opponents and scoring a 
classy individual goal to take 
Saints to.a 2-1 half time lead. 

However Beleonnen came 
from behind to snatch all 
three points as goals to Scott 


such as accommodation and 
travel dates that need to be 
confirmed before I say ‘yes’. 1 
will also have to juggle my 
Architectural studies at 
UNSW once matters are 
finalised.” 

Dragas, a product of the 
White Eagles youth system at 
the Serbian Centre, impressed 
Red Star management in 
Bonnyrigg’s 3-0 loss to the 


which spectators relished, 

Vuko Tomasevie wa 
credited with the game's first 
goal after only 12 minutes, 
when Bonnyrigg ‘keeper 
Femando Greco punched an 
innocuous near post _corner 
into his own net, in a moment 
of indecision between the 
keeper and defender, 

Just_as Leichhardt was 
pondering its dream start, 
Bonnyrigg’s Robbie Gomez 
provided a rude awakening 
when he had his team back 
level an instant ater, 
Allowed too much space, 
Gomez ran at the Leichhardt 
defence all the way into the 
box before punching his 
strike inside the near post. 

With Bonnyrigg playing 
more like a counter-attacking 
away team, the pace of 
Gomez and Johnny Ghisso 


Manson and Steve Lazzari 
gave the Blue Devils a 
deserved victory. 


former European and World 
club champions in mid- 
January. 

The possible transfer 
of Dragas to Red 
Star would reverse a 
recent trend in the 
NSW Premier 
League, this State's 
highest level of Soccer. 

Blacktown City Demons 
this season has signed former 


A 


up front gave the Tigers 
defence plenty of trouble. 

At 24 minutes it was 
Ghisso’s turn to charge 
through the middle, draw 
two defenders and lay off for 
his captain Javier Mancino to 
make it 2-1 with a fine strike 
from 12 yards, Unperturbed, 
Leichhardt continued to 
attack, with Joe Bruni caus- 
ing his own problems down 
the left. Greco redeemed his 
earlier error with a gutsy 
double save at the feet of 
Bruni and then Marc 


ROUND 13 


Newcastle Breakers midfielder 
Joshua Maguire from 
Romania’s Steaua Bucharest. 
The Demons have 
also added .19-year- 


old Graeme 
O'Donell to their 
squad. _O’Donell 


27~ spent the majority of 

fast year in Belgium 
with Manchester United 

feeder club, Royal Antwerp. 


Hoenselaars to prevent a cer- 
tain goal, but at 41 minutes, 
Bruni maintained control 
after a similar run and 
‘squeezed the ball past Greco 
for the Tigers equaliser. 


° RESULTS e 


ROUND 13 


St George Saints 2 
(G Maglis 42m, B Petrovski 44m) 


Central Coast Coasties 0 


Bonnyrigg W.E. 3 
(R Gomez 21m, J Mancino 35m, 
L Gunn 90m) 

Penrith Panthers 0 
Blacktown City 1 
(J Aschner 44m) 


Adam Anderson. 


¢ TOP SCORERS » 


AFTER ROUND 13 


Player Club Goals 
Darren locca BLACKTOWN 13 
Steve Lazzari BELCONNEN 12 
Javier Mancino BONNYRIGG W.E. 8 


PARRAMATTA EAGLES 7 


Belconnen Blue Devils 3 
(0 Zamora 25m, § Manson 55m, 
S Lazzari 74m) 

Parramatta Eagles 4 
(T Bazdaric 19m, B Conde 47m, 
‘D Kikucka 7lm, A Trpkoski 89m) 
Leichhardt Tigers 3 
(V Tomasevic 20m, J Bruni 43m, 
M Borg 44m) 
Canterbury-M’ville 0 
Sutherland Sharks 1 
(G Trposki 38m) 


Blacktown City 
Parramatta 
Bonnyrigg 
Belconnen 

C’bury Marrickville 
Central Coast 
Leichhardt 

St George 

Penrith 
Sutherland 


NSW PREMIER 
LEAGUE LADDER 


(aFTeR Rounp 13) 


P 
135 
135 
13 
13 
13 
13 
13, 
13 
15 
13 


SOR UUAUABOSHE 
DURANOUR UE UD 
OOIAVUANUCE 


For further information see: www.nswpremierleague.com 


F A Pts 
S5= 1d) 55) 
35 20 28 
32. «18 «623 
26 26 19 
1B 18S 
15 19 18 
28 26 17 
18 25, 16 
2) 350. 66 

9 28 5. 


Meanwhile,  Par-amatta 
Eagles also recently secured 
the signature of Jim Bakis after 
the striker had spent the past 
several months trialing in 
Greece. 

Any ideas of Bakis signing 
a professional contract were 
cut short when local authori- 
ties insisted that Bakis, a 
Greek passport holder, serve 
time in the army, 


A minute later, Greco 
found himself stranded com- 
ing for a long ball from 
Tomasevic; Matthew Borg 
arrived first, rounded Greco 
with one touch and popped 
the ball into the net with the 
next for the Tigers to go into 
the break ahead 3-2. 

As if a five-goal first-half 
wasn't enough excitement 
for one match, the second 
half would prove to be an 
emotional roller coaster for 
fans from both clubs. 

Leigh Gunn headed home 


NSW Premier League 


the Bonnyrigg leveller on 79 
minutes after an inch-perfect 
Mancino cross, but neither 
side was interested in settling 
for the draw, 

The last minutes of the 
game saw Leichhardt’s Bruni 
miss a couple of sharp 
chances to snatch back the 
game, then desperate last 
man tackles from LaRocca 
for the Tigers and Tayfun 
Devrimol for Bonnyrigg 
were match-savers for their 
fespective teams, Just as it 
seemed that neither team 


would post a winner, Johnny 
Ghisso did well to convince 
referee Greg Leverton that he 


deserved a 94th minute 
penalty. 
Under some pressure, 


David Harding’s spot-kick 
was well saved by Con 
Anastasiadis, and it seemed 
that the gods of footballing 
justice had smiled, for any- 
thing but a draw in this mar- 
vellous game would have 
been a cruel result to the los- 


ing side. seu 


be] 


NSW Premier 
League 


WWW.nswpremierleague.com 


ROUND U4 


‘SATURDAY 17 FEBRUARY 
‘Belconnen v Central Coast WEST BELCONNEN SG 
First Grade: 6.30pm 


Under 19s: 4.30pm 


Sutherland y St George Saints | SEYMOUR SHAW 
First Grade: 7.00pm 


Under 19s: 5.00pm 


Blacktown City v Penrith Panthers GABBIE STADIUM 


Under 195: 5.00pm 


First Grade: 7.00pm’ 


SUNDAY 18 FEBRUARY 


Leichhardt v C’bury M’ville 
Parramatta v Bonnyrigg W.E. 


Under 19s: 4.30pm 


LAMBERT PARK 
MELITA STADIUM 


First Grade: 6.30pm 


Catch up with all the latest news on the 


NSW Premier League and other NSW 


Soccer news 


@ ‘Soccer Saturday’ on 
Radio 2SER-FM (107.3) 


from 11am- 


WWW.SOCCEernsw.com.au 
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‘12pm every Saturday 


Official clothing 
supplier lo NSWSF 


abd 


By Mark Stavroulakis 


Karoubas is a goal coaching techniques from dif- 
keeper ready to take — forent 


up the opportunity of playing Karoubas, 
At the age of 16, John 
The youngster has had an stepped up to the National 
adventurous youth career trav- Youth League and played for 
eling to many clubsin trying 0 the Sydney United Colts side. 
‘get the much-needed coaching At that time I was happy play- 
possible to further his knowl- ing in the best competition in 
; Australia as we were playing 
Karoubas played fora num- against class opposition. 1 
ber of clubs in his younger spent two years at United 
urs. “I played for Olympic, before retuming to Olympic to 
Apia, Marrickville and Sydney play for their colts side the fol- 


NATIONAL YOUTH LEAGUE | 


first grade football. 


‘edge on the game. 


years. 


LYMPIC DEBUT | 


United from the ages of 13 t0 
16. It was a good experience 


for me playing for a couple of 
[ise John clubs as I was taught different 


lowing year,” said the young- 
ster. 


re, i  Blakeburst pe John Karoubas: In search of NSL action. 

tt Mt ‘Spent a year at the 

famous NSWITC where many 2a Bo0d solid year, The Over it was a place that 1 

players have progressed onto ‘cilities were great and the really leamed a great deal from 
coaching was brilliant [could and playing with so many qual- 


greener pastures. “While I was 


16, had the chance to trial for"! have asked for better. 
the AIS, After the fist training Having former Australian worthwhile,” sid Karoubas. 


Keeper Jim Fraser was terrific 
coaching for myself. 

The squad had a couple of 
big names like Macalister, 
Byrnes, Catanzaro and many 
more quality players. Kelly 


track, the NSW ITC asked me CSS was also a very good 
coach who did all that he could 


impressed the staff there and '° help progress young players. 


session with the team, I tore 
my medial ligament and could- 
n't train anymore. It was a 
tough time but I knew that 
another chance would come 
my way. Two years down the 


to trial with the club, 1 


ity players made it that much 


This young gun also repre- 
sented NSW in the National 
Titles, as a 16-year-old along- 


Emerton, and Eddie Bosnar to 
name a few. “Steve O'Connor 
was the coach who always 
wanted 100% from his players. 
Our squad was awesome, we 


ate. 


managed to win the National ent ball game as I've now 
title and it was 4 good experi- become second string keeper 
ence playing in a tournament — behind ‘Bolts’,” said John, 
with so many quality players. 
Twas also a chance for me __giving to John from teammate 
fo show my ability of being a Scott Bailey had signed a two- 
good enough player to play in year deal, and his contract ends 
the National League someday,” this June. “Basically I'm giv- 
said the former Institute gradu- ing it all that I can to try and 


‘Caribbean’, a nickname 


get another contract at the club 


John finally went back to and hopefully get a debut,” 
the club he first started at as a __Said the youngster. 
junior, and that was Sydney 
Olympic, “All up I've been at — is to try and crack a first team 
Olympic for5 years now and it debut and play as many games 
was a club I've always wanted as possible for the club, With 
to play for. After the ITC, I speculation that Clint Bolton 
came back and played for the might be in the Socceroo 
youth for one year where I did Squad for the Oceania quali- 
quite well. My main aim for fiers, young Karoubas’ chance 
that year was to play well so! might well be coming up. 
could gain a Ist grade contract 
the following year,” said the the moment and of cburse the 
former NSW player. 

Then the following National him as he has saved Olympic 
League season 
Karoubas’ wish came true and would love the chance to get a 
a Ist grade contract was debut this year to show the sup- 
rewarded for his persistence porters and the club that 
and his ability as a goalkeeper. Olympic has two good keep- 

“Twas 19 atthe time andI ers, not just one,” said 
received a phone call from Caribbean. 
Frank Arok who told me to 
come down the office and dis- season matches with the Ist 
cuss my contract. First year team against Adelaide City, 
‘was always going to be tough Marrickville Olympic and the 
as there were already two goal- more recent match against 
side the likes of Seric, Care, keepers (Bohoutsos and touring Macedonian side 
Kourtis). The first year, I was Pelister, only time will tell until 
basically playing for the youth this youngster gets his chance 
team, where | tried my hardest to show case his skills to the 
in impressing coach Culina. National League. 
This year however, it’s a differ- 


Johnny's ambitions this year 


“Bolts is doing very good at 
selectors would have an eye on 


99/00, many times this season. | 


Having played some pre 


SOUTHERN DIVISION - RD 16 


LEADING SCORERS 


Names) Team 
Steve Manceski South 
Nick Waite 
Denis Mustac 


Viktor Memeti 
Daniel Debeve Carlton 
Arif Bl Dib: 


Eastern Pride 
Sth Melb Ins 
Melbourne Knights 
Peninsula Blues 
VIS 
South Dandenong 
‘Sth Melb Eagles Ac 
“Melb Knights Ac 
Green Gully Cavaliers 
Albury Wodonga. 
Bulleen Zebras 
Fawkner Blues 
Preston Lions 


Peninsula Blues 
Eastern Pride 

Brett Cunningham Fawkner Blues 

South Dandenong 


South Melb Acad 


Byseyaar: 


South Melbourne 

Eagles Academy 1 

South Melbourne 4 

South Melbourne beat its 
Academy by 4-1. 

John Anastasiadis had a run in 
the youth team and scored as did 
Steve Iosifidis who got two goals. 
The other came from Vince. Lia. 
Aref El Dib was the Academy’s 
goalscorer. 


Preston Lions 4 
Bulleen Zebras 2 

Preston Lions recorded its first 
victory on the field when its 
youngsters overcame an equally 
young and inexperienced Bulleen 
Zebras by 4-2 at Connor Reserve 
last Saturday. 

The Preston hero was Robert 
Dolevski with a hat-trick after 2, 
38 and 82 minutes. 

Vasko Riskovski scored the 
other goal in the 80th minute. 
Carmello 


Impiombato and Orry Karra 


«replied for Bulleen in 20 and 40 


minutes, 


Green Gully Cavaliers 
0 Eastern Pride 1 
A. single goal by Milos 
Petrevski was enough to give 
Eastern Pride a hard fought win 
over Green Gully away on 
Saturday. 


Melbourne Knights 1 

Peninsula Blues 0 

Ben Cogger’s. strike after 57 
minutes was all that separated the 
Melbourne Knights from the 
Peninsula Blues - at Knights 
Stadium last Sunday. 

Defences were on top all day. 
Daniel Rocco, signed by the 
Knights from the VIS, looked very 
impressive on his debut, but was 
taken from the field following a 
minor injury as a precaution. 

Ivan Gelemanovic lifted the 
Knights with a sterling individual 
performance and over the piece 
the Knights were just about worth 
their narrow win. 


ROUND 16 
RESULTS 


Wednesday 7 February 2001 
South Melbourne Eagles Academy 1 
(Aref El Dib) South Melbourne 4 
{Steve losifidis 2, Vince Lia, John 
Anastasiadis) 


Saturday 10 February 2001 
Preston Lions 4 (Robert Dolevski 3, 
‘Vasko Ristoyski) Bulleen Zebras 2 
(Carmelo Impiombato, Orry Karra) 
Green Gully Cavaliers 0 ~ 
Eastern Pride 1 (Milos Petrevski) 


Sunday 11 February 2001 
Melbourne Knights 1 (Ben Cogger) 
Peninsula Blues 0 
Albury-Wodonga 0 Melbourne 
Knights Academy 0 
South Dandenong 4 (Veton 
Korcarevski 3, Fitim Ibraimi) VIS 3 
{Ricky Chillico, Kristian Sarkies, 
Serkan Oksuz) 

South Melbourne v Bye 
South Melbourne Eagles Acad v Bye 
Fawkner Blues v Bye 


ROUND 17 
FIXTURES 


‘Friday 16 February 2001 
Melbourne Knights Academy y 
South Melbourne Eagles Academy, 
(Knights Stadium, 7.30pm) 


Peninsula Blues v Preston Lions, 
(Lawton Reserve, 6 pm) 


Saturday 17 February 2001 
Eastern Pride y Albury-Wodonga, 
(Mobil Park, 4 pm) 

VIS v Green Gully, 

(The Grange Reserve, 4 pm) 


Monday 19 February 2001 
South Meibourne:v Fawkner Blues, 
(Bob Jane Stadium,.7 pm) 


Wednesday 21 February * 
2001 
Bulleen Zebras v South Dandenong, 
(Veneto Club, 7 pm) 
Bye v Melbourne Knights 


NORTHERN DIVISION -RD18 {[.. 


Newcastle United Youth ...4 
Masi 3, 74, 87, Rufo 36) 


QAS 1 


| SPR a 7 
Prentice 46, 58, Martin 60, 67. 
sekulovski 81, Engele 85, Wells 89) 
Northern Spirit 2 
Majurovski 61, own goal 89) 


Parramatta Power . . 
Wilton 28) (Thorpe 38, Eagleton 63, 

: Roodenberg 68, 88, Brown 82) 
Sydney Oly Youth . ,.1 


Newcastle Utd Colts .0 


Sydney Olympic Academy 2 
(Haliti 1, Mengi 83) 


ACT Academy . 0 


Rescheduled Match — TBA 
Marconi Stallions Youth vWollongong Wolves 
NSWIS v Wollongong Wol 
(postponed due to inclement weather — new details 
to be advised) 
Bye — Marconi Stallions Colts 
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FANS FOR 
FANTO 


delaide teenage —_tyro 
thew Fanto received an 
amazing pop-star welcome when 
he arrived at Dundee Airport to 
begin a month’s trial with the 
Scottish Premier League club. 

The 16-year-old South 
Australian Institute of Sport cen- 
tral defender fully expected to be 
unheralded when he stepped onto 
the tarmac, but instead was 
besieged by hordes of reporters, 
cameras and TV crews. 

Tt was all rather mind-boggling 
for young Fanto, who was in the 
fledgling stages of his first over- 
Seas trip. 

He discovered later that 
Glasgow Rangers had flown in on 
the previous flight and that 
explained why every available 
news hound was in attendance. 

Fanto become the focus of 
attention when one sharp eyed 
scribe spotted his Kappa bag and 
deduced that he was a sporting 
type. 

No sooner had the cager 
reporter pulled his tape recorder 
from his holster than the rest of 
the media surged into action, 
ensuring that the wide-eyed one 
‘would not gain an exclusive. 

‘The upshot was that Fanto was 
featured in the sporting pages of 
The Courier and The Evening 
Telegraph, ensuring that Dundee 
officials were well aware of the 
youngster before he tured up at 
the club for his first interview. 

"My agent fixed me up with 
the trial with Dundee," Fanto told 
the media assemblage. 

"I don’t know much about 
them (Dundee) but I have heard 
of Claudio Caniggia and Juan 
Sara and I know the club are sixth 
on the Premier League. 

"L have not spoken to Ivano 
Bonetti directly, but I think I'll be 
working more with the youth set- 
up with Dano Bonetti,” 

Carlo Fanto, father of the aspir- 
ing professional, proudly scanned 
the papers his son had sent him, 
noting the lad had been described 
as an "Aussie starlet." 

"Matthew has worked hard and 


By Gra ham Cooke 


Cosmos announce new signing | 


he Canberra Cosmos 
have announced that 
it has entered into a yili 


unique and ground-breaking Cosmos in a num- 
licensing agreement. ber of ways." 
Thanks to ACT-based Eagle James Hyland, 


Boys franchises, Canberrans 
will now be able to order a 
COSMOS PIZZA, a delicious 
combination of Aussie salami, 
pineapple and a third topping 
of choice. 

"We are excited to have a 


national chin such 98 Eagle 
Boys on board with the club," 
said Cosmos chairman, Danny 
Moulis. 
"This 


Eagle Boys regional 
manager added “in 
addition to 
arrangements, we believe that 
our drivers, telephonists and 
store staff will all now be sup- Canberra's sporting media. 


he’s very passionate about the 
game," Carlo assessed. 

"Much of the credit for his 
development must go to Martyn 
Crook and his staff at SASI and 
Matthew’s dead-eye passing abil- 
ity stems from the private coach- 
ing given to him by Milan 
Ivanovic." 

Former West Adelaide goal- 
keeper, Crook believes Fanto has 
excellent prospects. "He’s got a 
good future. He’s come on in 
leaps and bounds, he’s big and 
strong, quite skilful and well 
focused." 

Crook is resigned to the mass 
exodus of Australian youngsters 
to overseas clubs. 

“It’s unbelievable, they are flit- 
ting off everywhere. The latest of 
the SASI squad players to go is 
Russell Waller, who has taken up 
an offer to trial with Charlton,” 
Crook said. 


CUP CHEER 
FOR 


"CRUNCHER" 
artyn Crook’s father Arthur 
is chuffed by the English 

FA Cup progress made by his for- 
mer club Kingstonian. 
rthur (Cruncher) Crook was 
an outstanding right half 
back (right-sided midfielder) in 
his hey-day when he captained 
non-league club Kingstonian. 

At one stage of his footballing 
career, Arthur Crook held the dual 
roles of manager-captain of the 
club. 

A builder by trade, legend has 
it that "Cruncher” laid bricks in a 
more gentle fashion than he laid 
his opponents. 


CLUBS GO FOR 
FRIDAYS 


‘odbury Jets, the club which 

pioneered Friday night 
league games, have again slotted 
six home night matches into their 
Premier League calendar in April, 
May, June and August. 

Premier League champions 
Blue Bagles and Port Lion Pirates 
have followed suit, with State 
League clubs, — Noarlunga 
Bulldogs and Panthers opting to 
stage their southern derbies as 
night fixtures, 

Panthers and Hills Hawks 
kicks-off the State League season 
‘on Friday, March 30, while the 
Premier League campaign begins 
on Saturday, March 31. 

Both leagues will be involved 
in the first round of the West End 


partnership 
benefit the «| 


RBER 
IK to 


licensing 


porting the Cosmos brand and 
encouraging people to support 
our representatives in the 
National Soccer League.” 
The new pizza was 
launched Friday, at 


Phillip, 
Cosmos strikers Mark 
Hagger and Jon Angelucci 
and coach Tom Sermanni 


Michael Brooks: Blue Eagles’ goalmachine. 


Premier League Cup on Saturday, 
March 24. 

The traditional knock-out SA 
senior cup competition will con- 
tinue on public holidays through- 
out the season, 


BROOKS IS 
BOOMING 


‘eteran goalscorer Michael 

Brooks and rookie striker 
Saranti Parissos were in sparkling 
form during the SA Summer 
Series last week. 

Brooks .showed he has lost 
none of the predatory instincts he 
displayed in NSL action with 
Adelaide City and Wollongong 
Wolves by rattling home five 
goals in two games played over 
three days. 

Brooksie netted a four-goal 
haul for Blue Eagles in their 7-0 
drubbing of Cobras and doubled 
up with a further goal in the 
Eagles 4-0 Monday night win 
over Cumberland Foxes. 


the Eagle Boys 
Phillip store, 12 
Dundas Court 
with 


New chum Parissos hit the 
headlines by grabbing a hat-trick 
for Olympic after coach Branko 
Milosevic called the 16-year old 
off the bench for the final 20 min- 
utes of an upset 6-1 victory over 
Port Lion Pirates. 

Parissos proved his perfor- 
mance was no flash in the pan by 
scoring a brace on Saturday as 
Olympic overpowered Hills 
Hawks 5-1. 1 

Parissos spent\ six weeks tri- 
alling with Greek club 
Panathinaikos at the end of last 
year and has been asked to return 
in August. 


LATE SHOW 

ast minute goals were the go 

iduring the SA Summer Series 
Round 4 night fixtures at 
Hindmarsh Stadium. 

However, the last ditch efforts 
came in different circumstances 
with substitute Joe Calvanese 
icing an easy 4-0 Blue Eagles win 


OFF THE CROSSBAR 


over Cumberland, while Modbury 
Jets substitute Tyson Prescott 
widened a lesser gap to ease out 
Western Strikers by a 4-2 margin. 

The earlier match, played in 26 
degree heat saw Don Deleso open 
the Blues account after 11 min- 
utes, before elegant midfielder 
Corey Artone made it 2-0 in the 
39th minute. 

Michael Brooks squandered a 
hat full of chances (not all easy), 
before he netted one in the 57th 
minute, paving the way for the 
90th minute clincher from 
Calvanese. 

Cumberland resisted in typical 
fashion with goalkeeper Peter 
Kourkoulis in superb form. 

The matter of fact Blue Eagles 
success in the first game had neu- 
tral fans hoping for an upset in the 
late match as State League side 
Western Strikers pitted their skills 
against last year's Premier League 
beaten grand finalists Modbury 
Jets. 

An upset looked on the cards 
when former West Adelaide 
Shark striker George 
Konstandopoulos shoved the 
Strikers into a 28th minute lead, 

That advantage was held for a 
mere five minutes before Steve 
‘Townley levelled for the Jets. 

Then a draw loomed as a dis- 
tinct possibility uniil Duane 
Gray's troops grabbed two goals 
in an inspired five-minute burst to 
restore the northemers pride. 

Substitute Ryan Mitchell and 
Jason Trimboli were the execu- 
tioners before Prescott joined 
Mitchell as a super sub by netting 
the death knell 90th minute strike. 

Warnings to tival clubs yet to 
tackle Modbury and the Westen 
Strikers — the former is on tack 
to go one better than last season's 
grand final appearance, while 
Nick Pantsaras has the Strikers 
neatly organised and will be no 
easy beats for the remainder of 
this series or the pending State 
League campaign. 


GRAY AREA 


hile on the subject of the 
Modbury Jets. It seems that 
the enthusiastic Jets coach Duane 
Gray prefers to-watch his team 
from behind the barriers rather 
than from the coaching boxes. 
The former Salisbury United, 
Modbury and Blue Eagles player 
took the outsiders view of the Jets 
clash with Croydon Kings at 
Polonia Reserve and ended up 
behind the Hindmarsh Stadium 
barricades’ when Modbury 
downed the Western Strikers. 


A SUMMER 
SERIES 


Round 4 Results 
Modbury Jets 4 (Townley, 
‘Trimboli, Mitchell, Prescott) 
Western Strikers 2 
(Konstandopoulos, Selinas), 
Blue Eagles 4 (Deleso, Antone, 
Brooks, Calvanese) 
Cumberland Foxes 0, Seaford 
Surfers 3 (Baxter, Maguire, 
Connor) Noarlunga Bulldogs 
0, Raiders 6 (Blefari, 
Karittevlis, Nicholls, Zilic, 
Gagliardi, Haralbakis) Para 
Hills Knights 2 (Waine 2). 
Cobras 2 (Hatzidavid, 
Skoumbros) Enfield Falcons 1 
(Costa). Port Lion Pirates 4 
(Cirillo 2, Mechis, Kasperski) 
Hills Hawks 3 (Maxwell, Kay, 
Ashton-Theunissen,, 
Olympic FC 5 (Parissos 2, 
Tsoukalas, Tsoukala, 
Galanopoulos) Metro Stars 1 
(Moore), Adelaide City 9 
(Saraceno 2, Filewood 2, 
Monie 2, Fyfe, Thompson, 
Childs) Panthers 0. Birkalla 3 
(Hagias 2, Tibaldi) 
Campbelltown Red Devils 3 
(Signorello, Crisci, David 
Menechella), Croydon Kings 5 
($. Barbaro 2, Pitucci, 
Stavridis, landiorio) 
White City Warriors 0. 


Round 5 
‘Tuesday, February 13 
Campbelltown v Panthers 
(Hindmarsh Stadium 6pm) 
‘Wednesday, February 14 
Adelaide City v Birkalla 
(Hindmarsh Stadiun, 6pm) 
Saturday, February 17 
Noarlunga v Raiders 
(Wilf Taylor Reserve) 
Para Hills v Seaford Surfers 
(The Paddocks) 

Blue Eagles y Enfield City 
(Marden Sports Complex) 
“Metro Stars v Hills Hawks 
(TK Shutter Reserve) 
Croydon Kings v Westem 
Strikers (Polonia Reserve) 
Modbury Jets v White City 
(Golden Grove) 


Allan Crisp can be heard on 
the SRPH Breakfast Soccer 
Show each Tuesday from 
7.30am-9am, along with SASF 
Coach of The Year Phil 
Scardigno, Channel 10 Sports 
Presenter Robbie Popplestone 
and The Advertiser Soccer 
writer Meno Toutsidis, 


LL etter to the Cditor 


North Sydney Oval, 1 was 
wondering if this extended to 
the rangers supporters present 
at the Rangers youth games 


Spirit’s unruly fans 


Dear Sir, tive but even 1, an atheist 

Having read Norther Spirit brought up in a C of E house- 
General Manager's strong (ifa hold was sickened by little 
little over the top) words on dities containing the line 
banning all visiting farce from “f*@# the Pope and Vactican” 


(you may cenoure where 

appropriate) among others. 
So, by all means Mr 

Mitchell ban unruly supporters 


Thankfully, apart from the 
last two home games of last 
season they don’t appear inter- 
ested in normal Spirit games. 

Although I'll be hoping for 
action if the Rangers first team 
do come out as proposed 
because the silence after the 
youth games was deafening, 


cooking up the first batch for singing their brand of sectari- starting with the bigots Philip Deyts, 
Tom Sermanni: an bollocks. involved in that rubbish. Balgowlah. NSW, 
Canberra coach. I may be a triffle conserva- 
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lormer French great 
Fe Cantona is 
haying fun playing 
beach soccer and has 
ruled out a return to the 
sport he now compares to 
a “mafia”, 

“If one day I should 
return to soccer, it would 
mean it has changed,” he 
told French soccer weekly, 
France Football. 

“T've been through the 
system. I left it because it 
was no longer similar to my 


Eric Cantona: No plans to return to action for now. 


vision of the game. 


‘Because of all the finan- 
cial interests at stake, the 
sport is turning into a mafia. 
Like all soccer lovers, it 
makes me sorry,” he said. 

Cantona, voted player of 
the century by Manchester 
United fans last year, was 
approached by Olympique 
Marseille, the struggling 
club from his hometown, 
during the winter break. He 
tured down the offer. 

“When I see a big club 
like this, when I see what 
this team has become, I 


wonder ... They fooled the 
fans. You don’t even feel 
Tike rebelling,” said the 
Marseille-born maestro 
who had two spells at 
Marseille in 1989 and 1991, 


spending 1990 at 
Montpellier. 
But Cantona, who moved 


to England with Leeds 
United in 1992 and ended 
his sometimes controver- 
sial, but often glittering 
career at Manchester United 
five years later, is far more 
partial to the English game. 


“It's one of the cleanest 
countries on all grounds. 
The hooligans are not such 
a problem. And, believe me 
I should know, 

“On their own, they're 
not yery courageous,” he 
said. 

Asked about Manchester 
United coach Alex 
Ferguson's comments that 
he would be an excellent 
coach for an English team, 
he was his usual cryptic 
self. 

“Ferguson is certainly 


RAUL VOWS TO KEEP ON SCORING 


aul, who became 
the top goalscorer 
in Spain over the 


weekend, said last week 
he had plenty more goals 
left in his scoring boots, 
‘The two goals he netted 
in Real’s 4-3 victory over 
Malaga on Sunday took his 
tally to 113, one ahead of 


Osasuna’s Jose 
Ziganda, 

“It is a real honour to be 
ahead of so many good 
players, I am still very 
young and I have a lot of 
seasons left to play and, I 
bas a lot of goals yet to 


Angel 


ayern 
Munich 
eoach 


Ottmar Hitzfeld 
will extend his con- 
tract by one year 
and stay with the 
club until 2004, the 
German champions 
said last week, 

“We have done a 
yery good job over 
the past few yeai 
and I'm enjoying 
myself in Munich,” 
said Hitzfeld, who 
has coached the club. 
to two Bundesliga 
crown -and one 
German Cup title since joining 
from Borussia Dortmund in 
1998. 

Bayern also reached the 
1999 European Cup final under 

»his guidance, losing to 
Manchester United. 

His new contract will be 
signed in the next few days, the 
current German first division 
leaders said. 

‘The news ended speculation 
that Hitzfeld might take over as 
Germany head coach once Rudi 
Voeller’s contract expires in 
2002. 
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way to go before he reach- 
es his own club record of 
216 goals held by the great 
Alfredo Di Stefano, the tal- 
isman of their European 
Cup successes in the 1950s 
and now an honorary presi- 
dent at Real. 

And an even more dis- 
tant tally is the Spanish 
League’s all-time scoring 
record of 251 goals, estab- 
lished by Zarra, the 
Athletic Bilbao internation- 
al striker of the 1940s and 
50s. 

Real’s sporting director 
Jorge Valdano heaped 
praise on Raul on Tuesday, 
saying: “Raul’s only rival 
will be history. He is the 
sort of player, who even if 
he has a bad day, can still 
turn a match, There are 
very few others around 
who are able to do that,” 
Valdano said. 


structive exchange of views, rep-- 
resentatives of leagues and clubs, 


Earlier last week, FIFA presi- 
dent Sepp Blatter said: “T am sure 


“To be the leading scorer 
still playing football at the 
age of 23...makes me think 
of just how competitive and 
efficient he is,” added the 
former Argentine interna- 
tional. 

Raul has reached his 
total in just six-and-a-half 
seasons whereas Ziganda™ 
has taken 14 seasons to 
score his 112 goals. 


Ottmar Hitzfeld 


.presentatives from 
FIFA, UEFA, Europe's 
leading clubs and the 


players’ union met last week to 
discuss proposed changes to soc- 
cer's transfer system but were 
unable to reach an agreement. 

FIFA, the world game's gov- 
eming body, and UEFA, who run 
European soccer, are due to meet 
the European Commission on 
February 16 for another discussion 
about the reform of the current 
system, 

FIFA issued a statement on 
Tuesday saying: “Despite a con- 


including members of the G-14 
group (representing leading 
clubs), and delegates of the play- 
ers’ union FIFPro have yet to 
reach agreement on a unified posi- 
tion, 

“Despite the willingness from 
all parties, no agreement could yet 
be reached. 

“Consultations will continue 
over the coming days with a view 
to having another meeting next 
t FIFA headquarters in 


that on the February 16 we will 
have reached this agreement.” 
UEFA president Lennart 
Johansson, expressed agreement, 
Blatter told Reuters that a spe- 
cial FIFA-UBFA taskforce meet- 
ing was making progress, adding: 
“IF we, (the players’ organisation, 
FIFA and the UEFA) are not unit- 
ed it is not possible to present a 
proposal that can be agreed with 
the Commission. But if we all are 
united it will be possible.” 
Soccer’s leaders are also meet- 


DOUB 


|t Etienne sank closer towards rel- 
egation fo the second division 
‘When they crashed 3-0 at Stade 
Rennes last week, an hour after being 
given 4 six-point penalty by the 
French National Soccer League 
(NF). © 
Olympigiie Lyon ‘missed a fine 
“chance to take 2 provisional lead in the 
fist divison when they were held toa 1- 
_[-draw by Olympique Marseille. 
Lyon opened the scoring with a S2nd- 
minute penalty awarded to Brazilian 
/ Sonny Andetson but Marseille scored a 


deserved equaliser through Jerome 
Leroy in the 73nd. 

Joint leaders Lille and Nantes, who 
ead Lyon by one point. batle it out last 


Seven minutes were enough for 
Rennes tO sink St Etienne, ilready 
stunned by the LNF's decision to punish 
them for fielding players charged with 
holding false passports. 

Makhtar Ndiaye opened the flood- 
gates in the second minute, pushing the 


balm te eupty soe ater acy : 
~ Brazilian Eicas, 
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LE BLOW FOR ST. ETIENNE 


Brazilian defender Cesar made it two 
with a header five minutes ater and 
Niiaye struck again with a superb free 
Kick in the 33rd. 

“The league appeal committee decided 
io overturn the result of a match against 
‘Toulouse, won 1-0 by St Etienne on 
‘December 2, and-to add a three-point 
penaltyto the sanction. 

‘The decision means that: St Etienne: 
jure now 16th. on 25 points. in the first 
division while Toulouse move from 161 
1o 15th on 27 points. 


“Irs a scandal. fr's ashame,” “said St 


Etienne president Alain: Bompard. The 
clubs being murdered.” 

‘Toulouse had filed a complaint with 
the LNF for fielding Brazilian Alex and 
{Ukrainian goalkeeper Maxim Levytsky, 
oth suspended since for holding forged 
passports. 

‘Alex. was in- possession of @ 
Portuguese passport while Levyisky Was 
playing under a Greck one. 

In the initial hearing, the ENF had 
taken seven points off St Etienne but had. 


not given any to Toblouse.. - 


CANTONA RULES OUT 
OCCER COMEBACK 


one of the best coaches in 
the world, 
T bump into him form 
time to time. That's it for 
now. I think I said enough,” 
he said. 

Cantona, who — led 
Manchester United to a sec- 
ond English League and 
Cup double with a series of 
outstanding displays in the 
second half of the 1995-96 
season, retired from soccer, 
citing his disillusionment in 
the game, at the age of 30 at 
the end of the 1996-97 sea- 


son, 

Since then he has acted 
in a number of films and 
toured the world playing 
beach soccer. 


ing EU Competition 
Commissioner Mario Monti, 
Culture Commissioner Viviane 
Reading, who is responsible for 
sport, and Social Affairs 
Commissioner Anna 
Diamantopoulou on February 14, 
Blatter said. 

Johansson said the discussions 
were focusing an how to compen- 
sute-elubs whiclf have raised and 
trained a player through their 
junior ranks, the length of player 
contracts and how strictly binding 
contacts between clubs and play- 
ers should be, 

This appeared to be the major 
sticking point in Tuesday's meet- 
ing, Blatter and Johansson were 
speaking after discussing the long- 
running transfer dispute with 
Prime Minister Goran Pefsson of 
‘Sweden, which currently holds the 
rotating European Union presiden- 


cy. 

“J am optimistic that a solution 
will be found,” Persson said, He 
algo said it, was the BU 
Commission's responsibility to 
make sure that the bloc’s rules 
were enforced. 

‘The EU Commission has said it 
will rule current transferrulesille- 
eal under EU competition law, a 
key element of which is the free 
movement of labour, unless they 
are changed. 


Matthaus wanted as 


Eintracht Frankfurt coach 


erman First Division strugglers 

Eintracht Frankfurt said they had 

approached Lothar Matthaus as a 
possible replacement for coach Felix 
Magath. 

“We are talking to Lothar Matthaus,” said 
director of sport Rolf Dohmen, who stepped 
in as caretaker coach after Magath was 
sacked last week following six defeats in a 
TOW. 

“We have asked him if he would be inter- 
ested and he let us know that he could imag- 
ine himself playing such a role but there's 
nothing more to it,” Dohmen told a news con- 
ference in Frankfurt, 

The 39-year-old Matthaus, who ended his 
playing career last year in the United States 


“T have been talking on the telephone to 
Eintracht officials over the last few days,” 
said the former Germany libero, who ended 
his international career after extending his 
world record to 150 caps at Euro 2000. “They 
want to meet me in Kitzbuehel.” 

Eintracht, currently 13th in the Bundesliga 
standings, had approached - Klaus 
Toppmoeller, the coach of second division 
Saarbruecken, but he pulled out on Monday. 

“Lhave nothing against doing it but first of 
all I have to wait and see what Eintracht have 
to say and-what they're offerring me,” 
Matthaus told Bild. 

Dohmen said no final decision would be 
taken until after Eintracht’s next Bundesliga 
game was at home to Energie Cottbus last 


with the New York-New Jersey MetroStars, 


Friday. 


told the Bild newspaper that Eintracht had 


contacted him, * 


“x 


wo 


Lothar Matthaus: On line to coach struggling 
Bundesliga side, Eintracht Frankfurt. 


‘LARSSON BETTER 


THAN BATTISTUTA 


eltic striker Henrik 
Larsson is a better 
player than Gabriel 


Batistuta, according to 
Dick Advocaat, the manag- 
er of Scottish champions 
Rangers. 

Advocaat paid tribute to 
the Swedish international, 
who has scored 35 times this 
season, as the Old Firm 
rivals prepared for two derby 
encounters in four days, 

Last Wednesday, the 
Glasgow clubs will met in 
the League Cup semifinal at 
Hampden Park and, on 
Sunday, Celtic could move a 
step closer to the title if they 
defeat Rangers in the 
Scottish Premier League. 

But Advocaat broke from 


MAN. UTD, NEW YORK YANKEES 


aseball’s world- 
famous New York 
Yankees teamed up 


last week with the richest 
Soccer club, Manchester 
United, in a marketing 
alliance they hope will make 
them even more money sell- 
ing merchandise to fans 
around the globe, 
YankeeNets LLC, parent of 
the World Series champion 
‘Yankees, and United, runaway 
English premier league lead- 


Derek Jeter: New York Yankees’ 


short stop. 

ers, said the deal would allow 
each to move into new markets 
and reach more fans, They will 
be able to sell more shirts, 
caps, videos and other mer- 
chandise through each other's 
marketing and distribution 
channels, 

“This is an alliance, there 
are no financial arrange- 
ments,” said Peter Kenyon, 
chief executive of Manchester 
United. “The intriguing thing 


is that the alliance is noncom- 
petitive, 

“We both have global syn- 
ergies, but we're not compet- 
ing with each other, so we look 
forward to bringing future 
benefits to both organiza- 
tions,” he told a news confer- 
ence in New York. 

“This is a unique alliance in 
sports and shows that 
YankeeNets and Manchester 
United are real pioneers,” said 
Harvey Schiller, CEO of 
YankeeNets, wich is 
also the parent of the 
New Jersey Nets bas- 
ketball team and the 
Stanley Cup champi- 
on New Jersey Devils 
hockey team, It is 
also a marketing part- 
ner of the New York 
Giants football team. 

Whether the mar- 
4 riage of two of the 
most glamorous 
D1 sports clubs in the 
world is a home run 
or an own-goal 
remains to be seen, 
but officials of both 
organizations touted 
the alliance, as did 
outside sports ana- 
Pe lysts. 

“This is a great deal 
for both sides,” said 
sports analyst Craig 
Tartasky of B,J. Krause. “You 
take the two strongest brands 
in sports and cross-sell them to 
sponsors. 

“It’s how do you take two 
things worth so much — $800 
million for the Yankees and $1 
billion for United — and make 
them worth more? This 
alliance means they can go 
everywhere in the world — 
They're in bed with each other, 


but not married!” 

Even though TV and mer- 
chandise licensing rights have 
not been finalized, there is a 
huge potential for making bil- 
lions of dollars from market- 
ing the teams and their stars. 
United’s David Beckham is 
married to Victoria “Posh” 
Spice and Yankee shortstop 
Derek Jeter is close to signing 
new contract reportedly 
worth $189 million over 10 
years. 

“I don't think most 
Americans understand. just 
how big Manchester United’s 
presence is in the world,” said 
Scott Branvold, a professor of 
sports management at Robert 
Morris College in Pittsburgh. 
“If one side could be said to 
get a good deal in this, it’s the 
Yankees. 

“As baseball makes inroads 
around the world, maybe this 
way the Yankees will get one 
step ahead of everyone else.” 

One thing the Yankees and 
United will not do is get 
involved in each other’s 
sports, You won't see Yankee 
outfielder Paul O'Neil playing 
in goal at United’s famed Old 
Trafford stadium, or United 
midfielder Roy Keane playing 
defense for the Devils. 

“We don’t forget our her- 
itage, Manchester United 
won't produce baseball teams 
and. the Yankees won't pro- 
duce soccer teams,” said for- 
mer United legend Sir Bobby 
‘Charlton. 

Asked whether the alliance 
was merely a cover for the 
club to sell more merchandise, 
he said the aim of the partner- 
ship was to help develop soc- 
cer in the United States. 

“We are not in the process 


IN MULTI-BILLION DOLLAR DEAL 


of selling our souls to another 
sport; this is to make friends 
and grow the sport,” said 
Charlton, who was the mid- 
field general of England’s 
1966 World Cup-winning 
team and led United to the 
European Cup in 1968, 
However, both Kenyon and 
Schiller brushed off questions 
asking why they did not invest 
in the existing U.S. league, 
Major League Soccer, if they 
wanted the sport to grow in 


Spanish FA probes 
DASSpPOr! Scam 


n immediate investigation into the authenticity of the 
passports of foreign players based in Spain has been 
Jaunched by the Spanish Football Federation (RFEF), 

“The federation has asked all first and second 
send them copies of the passports of foreign players on their 
books to check their papers are in order,” an RFEF spokesman 
told Reuters. 

“The move is in response to a request from FIFA to national 
federations to ensure there are no irregularities in the documents 
of such players,” the spokesman added. 

Suspicions have arisen about the authenticity of the passports 
of some players in the wake of the recent investigations launched 
by the Italian and French authorities into the alleged falsification 
of players’ documents. 


America. 

Keayon said United, which 
has legions of fans in Europe 
and Asia and a store in Hong 
Kong, was keen to tap the 
huge North a 

American market, Hooking 
up with the Yankees made that 
easier, 

“They have a particularly 
well developed multimedia 
business and their executive 
staff know the North American 
markets better than anyone. 


Henrik Larsson 


normal Old Firm convention 
of saying little about the 
Opposition, by comparing 
the Celtic forward with 
Roma's Batistuta, 

The Argentine is one of 
the top strikers in Serie A 
after more than 150 goals 
there but Advocaat said: 
“Larsson is one of the best in 
Europe, maybe the world, 

“Tf you watch Batistuta, 
he is sometimes not seen fo} 
90 minutes but he scores two 
goals, 

“Larsson has even more 
because, besides being a 
good player and goalscorer, 
he has a tremendous 
workrate,” 

Adyocaat is well placed to 
judge Larsson. The former 
Dutch national _—_ coach 
watched the Swede for three 
years in the Dutch domestic 
league when Larsson was at 
Feyenoord and he was coach 
of PSV Eindhoven. 

But he believes the strik- 
er, who has netted 104 goals 
in 139 games since joining 
Celtic in July 1997, has 
improved in Scotland. 
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is BU pasos 
ce week 


it, that is the real issue, This col- 
Several. times how players are 
resorting to a false passport to play in Europe and now 
itis the biggest story in European football. Everyone is 
writing and talking about it, 

IL is a very sad indictment on FIFA, UBFA and the 
whole transfer system, that the news in football is off the: 
field. The Serie A and the English Premier League 
deserve better, 

But back to Capello, Me is just one of many that has 
“had enough. He dared to speak out against it and now it 
looks like he will be sued for his trouble. 

Over $A 50 million is the figure that has been men- 
tioned, 
Lazio claim that they knew nothing of Veron’s pass- 
port and, like many other clubs, have washed their 
hands clear. However, clubs should be more accountable 
and they should make sure that all is legitimate before 
signing a player. ‘Anything Jess is just plain negligence, 
Lazio and Udinese are two of the Serie A clubs that have 
so far been caught. Just who will be next? 

Well dane to Capello for speaking out and shame on 
| Lazio for trying to gag him. This club has a lot to answer 
for. Thei ipporters are the worst behaved supporters of 


rife, How dare they sue Capello? 

‘Their claim against Capello is about the vlue oftheir 
shares falling because they say that Capello’ 's comments 
“caused a serious fall in theit share prices. However, at 
the integrity of football. Lazio should re-think 
d decision, Capello, like anyone else, is enti- 
his opinion 3 and suing someone for expressing his 
opinion is just not football. Hold your heads in shame all 
concerned at Lazi ieee 


EWR 
teresting to hear that Reggina, currently struggling in 


then little Reggina will be a Serie B club with a lot of 
fl layers Teaving to sign with other. Serie Act 


any Serie A club and racism at their home matches is, 


the Serie A, are going to tour Australia in June. By | 


BOLOGNA 1 
AS ROMA 2 


eaders AS Roma won 

their seventh away 
match of the season, handing 
Bologna a second consecu- 
tive home defeat, 

Gabriel Batistuta opened 
the scoring with an 11th 
minute _ penalty, the 
Argentine’s league-leading 
14th goal of the season. 
Brazilian midfielder 
Emerson scored his first goal 
in Serie A for AS Roma with 
a splendid strike in the 34th 
minute. 

Defender Emanuele 
Brioschi headed home a 
Giuseppe Signori free kick in 
the 49th minute. 

Bologna played with 10 
men after Jonatan Binotto 
was dismissed in the 22nd 
minute. 


LAZIO 0 
ATALANTA 0 


talanta drew their third 
away match of the year, 
stopping Lazio’s four-game 
win streak. Lazio remained 
third, eight points behind the 
leaders, 
Atalanta are now unbeaten 
in their last three league 
matches. 


BRESCIA 3 
UDINESE 1 


ario Hubner scored a 

hat-trick, giving the 
Brescia forward 13 goals on 
the season. 

Hubner converted a penal- 
ty in the 53rd minute and was 
on target again 15 minutes 
later from just outside the 
box. He completed his hat- 
trick with a breakaway goal 


Juventus striker Darko Kovacevic (right) is tackled by Napoli defender 


in the 79th minute, Massimo 
Margiotta replied six min- 
utes from time. 

Tt was Brescia’s second 
home win of the season. 
Hubner has now scored 29 
goals in 46 matches in Serie 
A. 


FIORENTINA 0 
PARMA 1 


P= won their first 
league match under new 
manager Renzo Ulivieri. A 
bad clearance by the 
Fiorentina defence allowed 

Sergio Conceicao to give 
Parma the lead after six min- 
utes. 

Fiorentina’s Enrico Chiesa 
had a penalty saved by 
Parma’s Luigi Buffon one 
minute later to preserve the 
win, 

Fiorentina lost their third 


Facundo Quiroga. 
consecutive league match 
while Parma notched their 
second away win. 


INTER MILAN 1 
REGGINA 1 


hristian Vieri rescued 
Inter Milan with a dubi- 
ous 41st minute penalty. 
Reggina had taken the lead 
on a Davide Dionigi header 
in the 22nd minute and con- 
trolled much of the match. 
Reggina drew for only the 
second time this year and 
remained second from bot- 
tom. It was Inter’s seventh 
draw. 


JUVENTUS 3 
NAPOLI 0 


uventus won their 10th 
match of the season. 
Darko Kovacevic opened the 


é 


Brescia's Andres Yilana (foreground) challenges for the ball with Udinese’s 
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Roberto Carlos Sosa. 


scoring with a fine header on 
a cross from Zinedine 
Zidane. 

Filippo Inzaghi netted his 
eighth goal of the season, 
knocking home a rebound 
from close range for Juve’s 
second. 

Alessandro. Del Piero 
returned to form by scoring 
five minutes from time. 

Juventus remained sec- 
ond, six points behind lead- 
ers AS Roma. 

Napoli lost for the ninth 
time and are third from bot- 
tom. 


LECCE 2 
PERUGIA 2 


rugia came from behind 
twice to draw their sec- 
‘ond away match of the sea- 
son and moved sixth, 
“After falling behind to a 


Max Tonetto strike in the 
32nd minute, ‘Perugia for- 
ward Zisis Vryzas levelled 
with his fifth goal of the sea- 
son. Rodolfo Giorgetti put 
Lecce back in front with a 


| breakaway goal midway 


through the second half 
before Luca —Saudati 
equalised for the visitors 
with his sixth strike of the 
year. 


VERONA 3 
BARI 2 


drian Mutu scored twice 
to help Verona to their 
fourth win of the season. 

Daniel Andersson gave 
Bari the lead with a 31st 
minute 

penalty, Mutu equalised 
with a nice turn in the box in 
the 54th minute. Mauro 
Camoranesi gave Verona the 
lead with a cut back from 
close range before Mutu 
added his second with a chip 
over Bari goalkeeper“Jean- 
Francois Gillet. 

Bari’s Saudi Arabian-born 
defender Hany Said scored 
three minutes from time. 
Bari stayed bottom after los- 
ing for the 12th time, 


VICENZA 2 
AC MILAN 0 


icenza’s Ousmane Dabo 

scored his first goal in 
Serie A on a seventh minute 
free kick. Luca Toni added 
the second in the 72nd 
minute. 

AC Milan lost for the 
fourth time away while 
Vicenza won only their thi 
home game. 


dor 9 


is 


Manchester United's Wes Brown (right) tackles Chelsea's Jimmy Floyd Hasselbaink. 


ARSENAL 1 
IPSWICH TOWN 0 


pswich goalkeeper Richard Wright 

produced a quartet of fine saves to 
keep the scoresheet blank at halftime. 

But Thierry Henry stepped off the 
bench to convert a Dennis Bergkamp 
pass to give Arsenal the points after 
67 minutes, his 15th goal of the sea- 
son, 

Marcus Stewart wasted Ipswich's 
best chance. Arsenal now trail lead- 
ers Manchester United by 13 points. 


ASTON VILLA 1 
M'BROUGH 1 


nmarked Steve Stone headed 
Villa in front from a corner 
seven minutes before halftime. 
Middlesbrough had not lost under 
Terry Venables and ex-Villa defender 
Ugo Ehiogu equalised for the visitors 
after 49 minutes, also with a header 


ton 
‘Leeds United 
Manchester City 
“Byertons..;ssees 
‘Southampton...... 


1. Manchester United 
2, Arsenal 
3. Liverpool 
4, Sunderland - 
5, Leeds United 
6. Ipswich Town, 
7. Charlton Athletic 
8. Leicester City 
9. Chelsea 
10, Newcastle United 
11, Tottenham Hotspur 
12. Southampton 
13, Aston Villa 
14, West Ham United 
15. Eyerton 
16. Derby County 
17, Middlesbrough 
18. Manchester City 
19. Coventry City 
| 20, Bradford City 


CHELSEA 1 
MAN. UTD 1 


helsea won this match 5-0 last 

‘season and were gifted the lead 
afler 24 minutes when Paul Scholes’s 
needless back-header allowed Jimmy 
Floyd Hasselbaink to divert the ball 
past United's stand-in goalkeeper 
Raimond Van der Gouw. 

The Dutchman was denied by a 
last-ditch tackle and Gianfranco Zola 
had an effort ruled out before Andy 
Cole equalised after 69 minutes from 
a Ryan Giggs pass, 


EVERTON 2 
LEICESTER CITY 1 


‘rancis Jeffers, fit again after five 

months out, put Everton ahead 
from a rebound after eight minutes at 
Goodison Park. 

Kevin Campbell made it 2-0 from 
a fine David Weir pass two minutes 
before the interval. 

Dean Sturridge gave Leicester 


Bradford City . 


wmcoteoes ou uuse 
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hope after 79 minutes but Everton 
held out for an important win. 


LEEDS UNITED 0 
DERBY COUNTY 0 


ERS, dominated the match but 
could not break down a dogged 
Derby defence. 

Olivier Dacourt almost scored 
early on while Harry Kewell also 
went close at the death and in 
between Robbie Keane had several 
chances. Derby’s point puts them five 
points above the drop zone. Leeds 
move up to fifth. 


CHARITON 2 
NEWCASTLE 0 


lharlton Athletic jumped to seventh 

place in the English premier league 
‘on Sunday with a comfortable 2-0 vic- 
tory over Newcastle United at The 
Valley. 

‘Two goals in four minutes by Matt 
Svensson and Shaun Bartlett sealed the 
three points for the Londoners against a 
Newcastle team wich has not won in 
the capital for 24 games. 

Charlton joined Leeds United and 
Ipswich on 40 points in the table, 
though they have an inferior goal dif- 
ference to both teams. 


Svensson, who had already gone 
close with a header, put Charlton in 
front after 38 minutes, the Swede 
arrowing the ball into the comer of the 
net from eight metres out after Bartlett 
had unselfishly headed the ball down to 
him. 

Barilett slid in to make it 2-0 four 
minutes later after Warren Barton failed 
to deal with a cross. 

Newcastle. were furious because.the 
assistant referee flagged during the 
move but referee Paul Durkin revealed 
at halftime that the flag had been for a 
Newcastle handball, not offside, and he 
had played the advantage rule, 


SOUTHAMPTON 2 
BRADFORD CITY 0 


atvian Marian Pahars broke the 

deadlock with 4 low shot into the 
comer on the hour against the bottom 
club. James Beattie _sidefooted 
Southampton’s second three minutes 
later. 

Glenn Hoddle’s side are secure in 
mid-table but Braford look doomed. 


SUNDERLAND 1 
LIVERPOOL 1 


fier a tight first half Scotland inter- 

national and ex-Liverpool player 
Don Hutchison shot Sunderland into a 
deserved lead after 5! minutes. 

But Liverpool gained a point when 
Finn Jari Litmanen drove in a penalty 
11 minutes from the end after the refer- 
ee awarded a spot kick for a foul on 
Gary 
McAllister which looked like it took 
place outside the area. The sides stay 
third and fourth respectively. 


MAN. CITY 0 
TOTTENHAM 1 


ttenham looked set for their 

fifth consecutive goalless draw in 

the league unit! Ukrainian Serhiy 

Rebrov pounced with a minute left to 

give George Graham's side their first 
away win in the league this season. 

City hit a post and had a goal dis- 

allowed. They remain third from bot- 


ibe 
© : 


Chariton Athletic’s striker Mathias Svensson (right) is tackled by 
Newcastle United's Warren Barton. 
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By Julian Murphy | 


espite the sale of defender Rio Ferdinand, 
P= Ham's attempts to use the lucrative 

windfall to strengthen their squad hasn't quite 
gone to plan. 

Within days of Ferdinand’s departure to Leeds United, 
Hammers manager Harry Redknapp signatled his intent by 
signing Liverpool defender Rigobert Song. However, since. 
then the London club has struggled to holster their squad as 
promised, although it hasn't been from a lack of trying, 

West Ham's search to compliment their promising group. 
of English youngsters with some more established talent has 
encountered several stumbling blocks thathave left 
Redknapp. fess than amused. The most recent setback 
involved an approach to Romanian national captain Dorinel 
Munteanw. 

The 32-year old midfielder has become increasingly dis- 
gruntled with life at his German-based club Wolfsburg as he 
has seen his first team opportunities steadily diminish. 

Redknapp understands Munteanu’s desire to play consis- 
fent first-team football in order to prolong his international 
career and believes his experience could help the likes of 
Joe Cole, Michael Carrick and Frank Lampard. 
Unfortunately for both West Ham and Munteanu, the pro- 
posed deal has been scuppered by Wolfsburg coach, 
Wolfgang Wolf (1 kid you not), who is insisting that 
Munteanu stay and warm the Bundesliga club's bench. 

The Hammers problems in the transfer market stretch 


back to before Christmas, work permit regulations proving. 


to be a major hurdle on more than one occasion, 

Most Australian football followers are well aware of 
Hayden Foxe's failure to secure a move to the Prenfler 
League club, Foxe and West Ham appealed against the 
British Government's decision not to award Foxe a permit 
but left empty handed, 

Foxe is now on loan to Belgian club Mechelen and may. 
have to continue playing on the continent for some time to 
come, 

A similar situation has developed with a young Japanese. 
player, Tsuneyasu Miyamoto, who is tipped to be a future 
‘Superstar. A deal was finalised with Miyamoto's J-League 
club Gamba Osaka last September that had the defender 
moving to London after the Japanese. season finished in 
December, 

Like Foxe, Miyamoto hadn't played enough of his coun- 
try's recent internationals to satisfy work permit require- 
ments and the deal is on hold for the time being. The failure 
to secure Miyamoto is particularly di ippointing for West 
Ham because the club had been keen to exp! i 
‘commercial potential that exists in ‘Miyamoto's homeland 
for ee ‘elated 4o English football. 


a change i fae The Hines manager 

to go for a few younger signings who have | 

fewer: cules i buccal red tape, An 18-year old 
‘defender from Serie A club Roma, 

deserit “aS an “Argentine Joe 

Cole’, are amongst his latest targets, If they can resist further 

Ferdinand-type offers for their young stars, West Ham's 

ambition to return to the glory days of Bobby Moore could 

‘well be realised. ( 


HARK 
{ the start of the season David O'Leary's young Leeds 
United squad were tipped to be a serious challenger to 
Manchester United for the Premier League title, A horror 
run with injuries hampered the early stages of Leeds’ cam- 
paign and the Bowyer/Woodgate scandal has hung like a 
dark cloud over the club in recent months, 

Even with many important first-team players now 
returned to full fitness, the team is finding it difficult to gel. 
At the moment it is only the prospect of advancing further 
in the Champions League that is preventing the 2000-01 
‘season from being seen as a complete disappointment. 

There ‘has, however, been enough signs over recent 
weeks that Leeds may haye a side that can push back up the 
table next year. In several games of late, Leeds have played 
‘some great football without picking up the points. A few 
minor adjustments could change that. 

Robbie Keane has showed an almost infectious enthusi- 
‘asm sinve joining from Intet Milan, winning over fans with 
his willingness to chase anything and everything for 90 
minutes. Supporters respect someone who gives his all, 
especially if they are also finding the back of the net, If 
Harry Kewell has a successful return from injury and Rio 
Ferdinand lives up to expectations, the Yorkshite club 
should have a good platform to build from next season. 
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FEYENOORD STAY TOP 
THANKS TO OWN GOAL 


utch league leaders Feyenoord maintained their top 
spot last Sunday with a 1-0 win over Groningen 
thanks to an own goal from defender Melchior 
Schoenmakers. 

Feyenoord, with 52 points from 21 matches, stay two points 
clear of defending champions PSV Eindhoven, who had an 
casy 3-0 win over AZ Alkmaar last week. 

Feyenoord had many chances to open the scoring, but failed 
until the 73rd minute when Schoenmakers tumed in 
Bonaventure Kalou’s cross. 

Groningen failed to repeat their feat from earlier this season 
when they overcame Feyenoord 1-0 at home. 


Jan Van Halst: Ajax player. 
Feyenoord saw the retum of midfielder Jean-Paul van 
Gastel, who has been sidelined since May last year. 

PSV were 2-0 ahead after only 31 minutes in their match 

against AZ Alkmaar before they were reduced to 10 men after 
Abdelkarim El Hadrioui was sent off for bringing down Dennis 
Rommedah! in the box. 
Mateja Kezman scored the opening goal after 24 minutes 
and Amold Bruggink converted the penalty in the 31st minute. 
PSV cruised for the rest of the game as they have an important 
UEFA Cup match against Parma last week. 

Kezman added another in the 76th minute to bring his total 

goals tally for the season to 20. 
Vitesse Amhem and Ajax Amsterdam both lost ground. 
Vitesse, who have been struggling since the winter break, were 
beaten 3-0 away at RKC Waalwijk, while Ajax were held to a 
1-1 draw at home to Willem Il Tilburg. 

Willem II took the lead after 23 minutes when Jattoo Ceesay 
scored but alfway through the second half Willem II defender 
Joris Mathijsen scored an own goal. 


FREIBURG SET 
CLUB RECORD 


C Freiburg set a club record with their ninth consecutive 
Bundesliga match without defeat but did little else. They 
had the best chances in a dull game through Russian mid- 
fielder Vladimir But and Tunisian Adel Sellimi, who were 
denied by Rostock goalkeeper Martin Pieckenhagen — his 
side’s best player. 

Borussia Dortmund failed to match the pace of the other front 
runners but Czech playmaker Tomas Rosicky, playing his first 
home match since joining the 1997 European champions during the 
winter break, gave a convincing performance. He provided a dream 
pass to Giuseppe Reina, who wasted the opportunity in the 24th 
minute. 

TSY 1860 were reduced to 10 men when midfielder Vidar 
Riseth brought down Emile Mpenza in the 41st minute as 
Schalke’s Belgian striker was ideally placed to score. The 
Gelsenkirchen club then took control, Mpenza giving them victory 
with goals in the 50th and 64th 

minutes, 

Brazilian striker Elber made 
it 1-0 from close range after | 
collecting a fine pass from 
playmaker and captain Stefan 
Effenberg in the eighth minute, 
then wasted two opportunities 
before the break. Stuttgart 
came close with an effort by 
Romanian striker loan Viorel 
Ganea in the second half. 


‘Two goals from Polish stik- - 
er Andrzej Juskowiak and one 2€ Roberto (left), Lucio 


from midfielder Stefan Schnoor 47d UIf Kirsten celebrate 
had already put the issue beyond SOFing against Cologne. 
doubt when midfielder Rene Tretschok pulled one back for Hertha 
foom the penalty spot in the 74th minute. Romanian midfielder 
Dorinel Munteanu was instrumental in ve win with bril- 
liant playmaking. 

Ghanaian striker Tony Yeboah showed abi the way by 
opening the scoring affer 16 minutes. Goalkeeper Hans-Joerg Butt 
then made it 2-0 from the penalty spot after Sergej Barbarez was 
brought down in the box in the 34th minute, Barbarez sealed a pre- 
cious victory for Hamburg, who had lost nine of their last 10 
games, by making it 3-0 four minutes later, 

Midfielder Dirk Lottner put Cologne ahead from a penalty in the 
eighth minute after Christian Timm was brought down in the box 
by Leverkusen captain Jens Nowotny. Leverkusen equalised in the 
57th minute with Brazilian newcomer Lucio scoring his first goal 
since joining during the winter break. 

Germany midfielder Michael Ballack gave Leverkusen the lead 
with a header in the 65th minute and Oliver Neuville put the issue 
beyond doubt from close range in the 78th minute, Lucio added a 
fourth in the dying moments. 

Playmaker Horst Heldt hit the winner in the 65th minute to pre- 
sent Eintracht with their second successive victory since coach 
Felix Magath was sacked on January 29 following six defeats ina 
row. Director of sport Rolf Dohmen has taken over the coaching 
duties on a caretaker basis. 


51. Cote d’ Ivoire 120 Kazakhstan. ———= ¥ 
ee 1 Feyenoord | Groningen 0, Utrecht | NEC Nijmegen 1, RKC SC Feb 0 Handa Resock 0, Bonssa Dormund 0 Werder 
53° Eouador 543. 122 73 | || Waalwijk 3 Vitesse Amhem 0, Roda JC Kerkrade 2 RBC Sa ah Le 
rane Bao © toa: Hang Ki 7 ‘Roosendaal 1, Ajax Amsterdam 1 Willem Il Tilburg 1, PSV pag Unlerhaching 0, Bayern Municl Stuttg 
54 Bulgaria 23 Hong Kong : Hertha Beda 1 VIL Wolfsburg 3, Hamburg SV 3 VEL. Bochum 
a Eindhoven 3 AZ Alkmaar 0 NAC Breda 0 Twente Enschede : : ‘ 
55=" Angola 539. 124° Myanmar 308. 65 2 = zs % a 0, Bayer Leverkusen 4-Cologne 1, Eintracht Frankfurt | Energie 
7 . = ‘0, (match abandoned after 60 minutes due to Moodlight fail- 
55=' Costa Rica 639 125 Burundi 306 64 Se Dotinctem 25 Rotiendam 1 Cottbus 0; 
57 Guatemala 532126 Turkmenistan 305 Goatectan ee : See 
58= Ghana «831-127. StVincenvGr. 308 52 A Pts ee er ae 
56s Switzerland 531“ 128: Rwanda 300- 3 7 82 DSchaike Od 2) 1 AS 40 
60. Finland 529 129 Swaziland 295 6 iE 2 3. Bayer Leverkusen 21 12d 5 38 23.40 
61 Thailand 521 130 Sierraleone 291 ES fee ‘Dainmd 2 ut 6 Mee 
Fa} 4 S 5 erlin 2 & a4 
eae) ead isi tesutie | ee = a 38 Ekaienbiitem 2h Od ot 
63. Canada 517 181=Solomon ls 289 16 33 TViLWolsbug 218 «7 6 40-28 3 
* UAE 512 193 Tahiti 288 2 8 m3 BSCFreibrg =F 876 RMS 
Bolivia 509 134 Sudan 284 15 £ 2 S 9, Cologne eee ee) 
Georgia 508 135 Ethiopia 282 wt A 27 OM etetene Se 
CongoOR 499-136 Tajikistan 281 8 5 3 EAS Monit 9 ee 
z * 12. Frankfurt 21 Fo el 26 36. 25: 
67= Estonia 499 197 StLucia 275 0 6 B38. 23 13. Hamburg SV 217 39 DA 
69 Burkina Faso 498  138=Bahrain 266 Z - a = = Eee cos apes 12° 262 36-23 
= = at 6 ees as ary 
vce ; 5 14-2 42-17 : 
| - Note: Teams inactive since 1991 and teams which have not He 3 $53 ee ee 
played yet do not appear in the table. eee i W.VA Bochum 315: Bo 4313 
= 
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H LEAGUE CUP 


NANTES ON TRACK 
FOR HAT-TRICK 


‘antes kept alive their hopes of a third suc- 
N= French Cup triumph with a 1-0 
in away over Girondins Bordeaux last 
Saturday, but fellow first ision sides 
Olympique Marseille, Stade Rennes and Sedan 
all went out to lower league opposition. 

A second-half goal by substitute Marama Vahirua 

sent Nantes into the last 16 as they scored their 14th 
successive win in the competi 
Amiens, already through to the last eight of the 
League Cup, led Rennes 2-1 at halftime with goals 
from Emmerick Darbelet and Oscar Ewolo counter- 
ing a Rennes strike by Brazilian Severino Lucas, 
They then added another goal in the second half to 
make sure of their win. 
Willy Renou's 70th-minute goal saw little 
Fontenay upset Sedan, while second division 
Chateauroux, who had already beaten three first 
division clubs in the Cup and League Cup this sea- 
son, shocked Marseille 1-0. 

Laurent Dufresne sank the former European Cup 
winners with a strike four minutes from time, spark- 
ing jubilation among the home fans, 

Big-spending PSG were 2-0 down against visitors 
Auxerre after just three minutes. Khalilou Fadiga 
and Djibril Cisse-were the scorers and PSG then saw 
striker Mickael Madar miss a penalty. Further sec- 
ond-half goals from Fadiga and Cisse rubbed salt 
into the Paris club's wounds and left their supporters 
incensed. 

Only six first division sides - Nantes, Bastia, 
Olympique Lyon, Troyes, Strasbourg and Auxerre 
will go into the hat for the round of 16. 

Nantes are aiming to become only the third side 
to win the Cup three years in succession. Red Star 
did itin 1921-23 and Lille achieved the feat in 1946- 


Lilian Laslandes of Bordeaux, and 
Pascal Delhommeau of Nantes struggle 
for the ball. 


Girondins Bordeaux 0 Nantes 1, Levallois (IV) 
0 ‘Wasquehal (ID) 1, Clermont Foot (I) 0 

Chateauroux (II) 1 Marseille 0, 
Paris St Germain 0 AJ 
(I) 3 Stade Rennes 1, 
Sedan 0, Sens (NL) 1 Troyes 3, 
ae Sete | (EV) 1, St Omer (NL) 


SCOTTISH PREMIER 


CELTIC RULE 
‘OLD FIRM’ DERBY 


First-half goal by Alan Thompson was enough 

to give Celtic a 1-0 win over Rangers, a victo- 

ry that sees them place an ever-tightening grip 
on the SPL title, 

Thompson capitalised on some fine work by Henrik 
Larsson to stab home on 17 minutes, and despite Rangers 
trying hard to stop their Glasgow rivals, they could find 
no way past Robert Douglas. 

Rangers* cause was not helped by the dismissal of 
Fernando Ricksen on the stroke of half-time, who was 
given his marching orders for reckless fouls. 


Celtic's Paul Lambert is tackled by Rangers‘ 
Jorg Albertz (left) and Fernando Ricksen. 
Celtic were able to see out time and move 12 points 

clear of Rangers in their march towards the SPL title. 

Hibernian kept up the pressure on Celtic at the top of 
the Scottish Premier League, after they ran out 4-2 win- 
hers over St Mirren at Easter Road. 

Hibernian took the lead after 17 minutes through their 
French sweeper Franck Sauzee, but The Buddies drew 
level just before half time when Ricky Gillies converted 
a spot-kick. 

‘The former Aberdeen striker then put the away side in 
front just six minutes into the second half with his sec- 
‘ond, but Hibs soon hit-back and French striker David 
Zitelli grabbed the equaliser seven minutes later. 

He then needed just two minutes to claim a brace and 
give Hibernian the lead. Russel Latapy rounded off the 
win with the fourth just ten minutes from time. 

Motherwell suffered a shock defeat at home to 
Aberdeen who grabbed a late winner to seal a 1-0 win at 
Fir Park. 

While Dundee United failed to take advantage of St 
Mirren’s loss early in the day as they crashed 3-1 at 
Dunfermline and remain bottom of the table. 


PRIMERA LIGA 


BILBAO STUN 
LEADERS MADRID 


thletic Bilbao restored wounded pride after 

last week's 7-0 humiliation by Barcelona 

with a hard-fought 1-0 win over leaders Real 
Madrid. 

A fourth-minute 
strike from Bittor 
Alkiza was enough 
to inflict a first 
defeat in 13 games 
on the European 
champions and nar- 
row their lead at the 
top to only four 
points. 

Barcelona failed 
to take advantage of 
Real Madrid's slip- 
up at Bilbao and fell Real Oviedo 's Stan 
victim to a Racing _ Collymore (right) and 
side desperate to Villareal's Martin Palermo, 
win, 

Uruguayan international Mario Regueiro opened 
with a fine solo effort on the 36th minute before Luis 
Ramis and Claudio Arzeno added two headed goals 
before half-time, Javier Mazzoni completed the 4-0 
rout as he rifled home 16 minutes from time. 

The first division's top scorer Javi Moreno tumed 
provider as he set up Jordi Cruyff for an 18th minute 
goal that was enough to give Alaves a morale-boosting 
victory ahead of next week's UEFA Cup match against 
Inter Milan. 

Moreno threaded a pass through a forest of Zaragoza 
defenders, Cruyff collected and slotted past keeper 
Juanmi. 

Valladolid preserved their unbeaten home record by 
defeating Las Palmas thanks to a Jose Luis Caminero 
strike three minutes into the second half. The former 
Spanish international latched on to a through ball, con- 
trolled with his chest, and took his time before slotting 
home for the only goal of the match. 

A superbly-taken hat-trick from Diego Tristan 
helped Deportivo La Coruna to a comfortable win over 
John Toshack’s Real. Standing in for the injured Roy 
Makaay, the Spanish striker opened with an acute 
angled shot on five minutes. 

Veteran defender Donato added a second with a fine 
free kick from the edge of the area before Tristan 
notched his second with a low drive. He wrapped up 
with a fine solo effort on 62 minutes. Real were con- 
fined to a late consolation from Francisco De Pedro. 
Valencia scored their first win in five games and 
gave themselves a much-needed boost ahead of next 
week's Champions League clash with Manchester 
United. Juan Sanchez scored after 17 minutes after 
good work by Miguel Angel Angulo. Gaizka Mendieta 


made it 2-0 with a 41st minute penalty and Diego 
Alonso wrapped up with nine minutes to go with a deft 


Celtic 1 Rangers 0, St Johnstone 1 Kilmarnock 
2, Dundee v Hearts (postponed), Dunfermline 
Athletic 3 Dundee United 1, Hibernian 4 St 
Mirren 2, Motherwell 0 Aberdeen 1. 
PWDUL F A Pt 
1. Celtic 2% 22-3. 1-70 21 69 
2. Hibernian 27:17 7 3 49 18 58 
3, Rangers 26 18 3 5 S3 25 57 
4, Kilmarnock 27:13 4 10 34 36 43 
5, Hearts 27:10 6 1h 38 40 36 
6.Dunfermline 27:9 7 11 26 34 34 
7. Motherwell 27:9 «5-13 33 41 32 
8.StJohnstone 27 7 10 10 27 38 31 
9. Dundee 25 8 6-11 37 33 30 
10, Aberdeen 25 539 1125-40 24 
11. St Mirren 27-4 3 20 19 S415 
12. Dundes Uid 27 3 5 19 21 52 14 


chip over keeper Alavaro Nunez. 
‘Alaves 1 Real Zaragoza 0, Malaga 0 Real Mallorca 1, 
Racing Santander 4 Barcelona 0, Real Oviedo 1 
Villarreal 3, Valladotid 1 Las Palmas 0, Athletic Bilbao 
| Real Madrid 0, Deportivo Coruna 4 Real Sociedad’, 
Espanyol 0 Celta Vigo 1, Rayo Vallecano 2 Osasuna |, 
Valencia 3 Numancia 0 

PWODLE A Ps 
1RealMadrid 22 15 3-4 SI 25 48 
2Deprivo 2 5 4 2 2 4 
3.Barelona «221246 46 31 40 
4, Valencia Qi 6 S$ M16 39 
5.Vilareal =§ «2210: Ss 7-29-2335 
6 Real Mallorca 22 9 8 5 31 29 35 
7.Vallecno «22 8 8 6 41 36 32 
SLasPamas = 29 4 «9 24 37 
9.Espanyol --22:«9 «3:10 -29-25 30 
10. Alaves 29 3 10 31 29 30 
Il Athletic Bitboo 22.8 6 8 30 4 30 
12,Valladolid ~=-22«6 «<M 5. 5 5 29 
13, Malaga 2 8 4 10 33 HM 28 
14. Real Zaragora 22 6 9 7 30 30 27 
15.CelmVigo 227 6 9 26 32:27 
i6Real Oviedo 2.8 3 NM 3 0 
f7.Numancia 22-5 5 12 20 % 20 
18.Real Sociedad 2 4 6 12 24 46 18 
19. Racing D4 5 13 26 39 17 
Osasuna «= «22-3 tO 35 
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WORLD LEAGUES 


BELGIUM FIRST DIVISION 


Standard Liege 2 Mechelen 0, Genk | Beveren 0, 
Lierse 2 Charleroi 0, Lokeren 2 Eendracht Aalst 0, 
Excelsior Mouscron | Sint-Truiden 0, Ghent 3 
Westerlo 1, Germinal Beerschot 2 Harelbeke 1, La 
Louviere 1 Club Bruges 1, Anderlecht 2 Antwerp 0. 


PWODL F APs 
1. Anderlecht 21:18 3 0 62 16 57 
2. Club Bruges 21:16 4 1 61 16 52- 
3. Standard Liege 22 12 6 4 53 25 42 
4, Ghent 21:12 5 4 44 30 41 
5. Mouscron 22 11 4 «7 45 30 37 
6. Westerloo 2 Tl 406 4 3) 37 
7. Beerschot 22M 29 = 40, oe a: 
8. Lierse 22:10 4 8 35 29 34 
9. Lokeren 22.9 7 6 34 30 34 
10. Charleroi 22:10 3 9 36 40 33 
11. Beveren 228 5 9 2 42 29 
12. Genk 22.76 9-27 3227 
13. Antwerp QT D3 25134123) 
14, Aalst 22.5 4 13 22 48 19 
15, Harelbeke 22.5 1 16 27 62 16 
16. Sint-Truiden 22.3 4 «15 20 41 13 
17. Mechelen B20 25h lS 2ireogal 
18.LaLouviere 22 1 7 14 15 44 10 


Crete 2 Paniliakos 2, Ethnikos Asteras 0 AEK Athens 
3, Athinaikos 3 Panachaiki 1, Iraklis | Kalamata 0, 
Xanthi 0 PAS Joannina 0, Ionikos 0 Olympiakos 1, 
Aris | Panathinaikos 0. 


PWODLF A Pt 
LOlympiakos 18 15 2 1 56 14 47 
2. Panathinaikos 18 11 5 2 30 10 38 
3. AEK Athens 18 11 3 4 36 24 36 
4, Iraklis 18 10 3 5 27 18 33 
5.PAOK Salonika 17 9 S$ 3 45 28 32 
6.lonikos 18 8 6 4 28 23 30 
7. Aris Salonika 18 8 4 6 21 19 28 
8. Xanthi IBF he Tn Ores 
9. Ethnikos Asteras 18 6 3 9 20 34 21 
10. Panionios S17R AR Si alt a0 2b: 
11. Paniliakos 18 3 7 8 15 26 16 
12. Athinaikos 1824273) eile dias tS 
13, Panachaiki 18 3. 5 9 20 30 14 
14.PAS Ioannina 18 3 $ 10 23 35 14 
15, OFI Crete 18 2 6 10 19 35 12 
16. Kalamata 18 { 7 10 21 38 10 


ENGLISH FIRST DIVISION 


Barnsley 0 Fulham 0, Bolton 2 Huddersfield 2, 
Burnley 1 Crystal Palace 2, Gillingham 1 Grimsby 0, 
Norwich 1 Crewe 1, Nott Forest 2 Blackburn 1, 
Preston 5 QPR 0, Sheff Utd 3 Birmingham 1, 
Tranmere 0 Wolverhampton 2, Watford 2 Portsmouth | ~ 
2, WBA | Stockport 1, Wimbledon 4 Sheff Wed 1 


PW D+F A Ps 
Fulham 3122 6 3 68 22 72 
Bolton 31:18 8 5 52 26 62 
Blackburn 30 16 8 6 46 30 56 
WBA 31 1657 8442) 35.555 
Watford 30 16 5 9 54 42 53 
Birmingham 29 16 5 8 41 31 53 
Nott Forest 30 15 5 10 40 34 50 
Sheff United 31 13 8 10 35 31 47 
Preston 30 14 5 Il 41 39 47 
Bumley 29:12 6 Il 31 36 42 4 
Wimbledon 29 11 8 10 46 34 41 
Wolverh’pton 30 9 10 11 32 33 37 
Gillingham 30 8 12 10 39 40 36 
Crystal Palace 30 9 9 13 28 38 36 
Norwich 31 9 9 13 28 38 36 
Portsmouth 31.7 14 10 32. 37 35 
Bamsley 31 8 8 15 30 41 32 
Stockport 31 6 13 12 40 50 31 
Grimsby Town 29.8 6 IS 27 41 30 
Crewe 20-8 5: 16227 “40 129, 
Huddersfield 29 6 10 13 30 37 28 
Tranmere 29 7 6 16 29 48 27 
Queens Park 30: 4 14 12 30 48 26 
SheffWed | 31 7 5 19 33 58 26 


THE SPIRIT OF AUSTRALIA i 


‘SOUTH MELBOURNE 
SYDNEY OLYMPIC 
PERTH GLORY 18 10 
WOLLONGONG WOLVES 
MARCONI STALLIONS |18 9 
MELBOURNE KNIGHTS |18 9 
SYDNEY UNITED 18 7 
PARRAMATTA POWER 118 8 
ADELAIDE CITY FORCE 7 
FOOTBALL KINGZ 18 6 
CANBERRA COSMOS 18 6 

5 

5 

4 

3 


BRISBANE STRIKERS 
NORTHERN SPIRIT Wz. 
NEWCASTLE UNITED 
EASTERN PRIDE 18 


ADELAIDE CITY 
(Lagati 30, Veart 42, Tunbridge 56) 


¢ OLYMPIC 
(Juric 6, 92, MacAllister 20, Cardozo 65pen, Parisi 73) 


Venue: Hindmarsh Stadium. Crowd: 4,600. Referee: A. Na 
‘Cautions: A. Moric (0) 22, B. B, Hasel (AC), Ta Ad, A, Vidmar 
Oe 68, L ie oy fans Salapasidis (AC) 94. 


tone ADE RCE: Cagalj; Lagati, Kovacevic, Brain, Veart, 
Vidmar, Hassell, Tunbridge, Tonite Karlovic (Salapasidis 77), Pelosi. 

OLYMPIC: Bolton, Wilson, Baillie, Juric, Moric, Goutsoulis (Doumanis 65), 
Moore, Collina (Parisi 65), Macflister (Ginae 78), Augerinos, Cardozo, 


PERTH GLORY 
(Miller 33, Despotouski 37, 40pen, Naven 48+, Mori 55) 


= Oo 


|] | Player Of 
| The Week 


(Pondeljak 67) 


ene Perth Oval. Crowd: 13,278. Referee: G.Connolly in| 
iutions: Deans (PG) 58, Junior (PG) 59, Roberts (PC) 65, Maric (SU) 65, | 
eres (SU) 73. || 
Teams: PERTH GLORY: Petkovic, Harwell (A.Cole 76), Naven, Miller, 
egal ohirle 67), Despotovski, Valle, Junior, Mori, Faria, Deans (Roberts |} 


SYDNEY UNITED: Tolios (Hughes 41), Olic (Talevski 45), Burt, Plesa, |} 


Arambasic, Arrarte, Pondeljak, Maric, Deur (Awaritefe 66), Menapi, Webb. 1] 


BRISBANE STRIKERS 
(McKain 25, Harris 31, Meredith 63) 


(Blagojevic 90) 


| Venue: eles Crowd: 2,605 Referee: M Shield. 

| Teams: RIKERS; Baldock, Stefanutto, McKain, | 

| Gretson (Plic 80), McLaren, Davidson (Bell 38), Harris (Meredith 45), 
| || Drake, Rech, Hews, Buljan, 

PARRAMATTA POWER: Pogliacomi, Barrett, Orlic, Brown. | 

Blagojevic, Thompson (Griffiths 45), Santalab, Taliadoros (Miller 42), | / 

Vekic, Clark (Berry 66), Bennett, 


